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The first Sunday after Christmas, my dear friends, has always been the feast dedicated to the 
Holy Family. During the night when their Son was born, Mary, Jozef and baby Jesus became a 
family. Standing in front of our crib, looking at Jozef, prayerfully watching, and Mary in silent 
adoration, we have got used to that adorable image of unity and peaceful harmony. We 
even made of this joyful and romantic scene a rolemodel for every christian family. And 
although the gospels have very little to tell us about the life of Jesus junior, except an 
episode, when He was twelve years old and got lost and found in the temple, artists and 
storytellers have come up with ever more nice ideas of how good and loving and perfect this 
family must have been. 
 
That image, my dear friends, has nowadays lost most of its attraction and credibility. Yes, we 
all dream of a loving and harmonious family life. We usually try hard to make it come true. 
We hope and pray that our mutual love will ever grow fonder. Especially during these days 
of Christmas we hope to bring all family members together to express our love and unity. 
And if that is impossible for whatever reason, we at least Zoom or Skype or use any means to 
see, hear and greet each other. Happy and blessed are all who live in loving family 
circumstances. Even if this year, due to all the restrictions they are for once unable to 
physically come together, they will find ways to spread their love and good wishes around 
among all their loved ones. 
 
Now the readings you have heard today have a completely different tone and 
content.Instead of introducing young, youthful and fertile young people, we are confronted 
with old, childless, barren men and women, who are living in hope, who are carried by God's 
promise and who, against all odds, believe that God will keep his promise and that their 
hope one day will come true. 
 
First let us look at Abraham. Following God's prompting he left his homeland, his family and 
family-gods, to find a new land, and to build his own family, tribe, nation. But although God 
promised him an offspring, as numerous as the stars in the nightsky, Sara, his wife, never 
bore him a child. All their hopes seemed futile and the promises of their God seemed 
unreliable. Only when they no longer believe in a possible pregnancy, Sara bears a son. That 
is the deeper meaning of these stories. They want to point out that the moment all human 
possibilities are exhausted and the story of God and his people finishes up in a dead end, 
then God steps in and shows that He is true to his word. When we despair in a positive 
outcome and profess that our human efforts can not produce the desired future, then God 
finds ways that He alone can go. These stories tell us that the people of God, as people of 
God, cannot propagate itself. It is God's work to open up the future for his people. Being the 
people of God, being God's church, is never the work of us humans alone. God is at work and 
it is our duty to trust in God and look out for his action.  
In the gospel today we find the little Holy Family entering the temple. They come to fulfill 
the obligtions every Jewish family had, to be declared clean and to offer their first-born to 
the Lord. In the temple they run into two old people, Simeon and Anna, whose active years 
have passed long ago. The gospel tells us that the The Holy Spirit made them come to the 



temple at that moment. They take the child in their arms, welcome it into the people of God 
and they praise the Lord. At that moment they realised that the history of God and his 
people has not come to an end. They had been on the lookout for a sign. They were too old 
to contribute to God's future themselves, but they did not give up expecting God to act. 
With Jesus in his arms Simeon exalts and prays: "Now, o Lord, you can let your servant go in 
peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation, which you have 
prepared for all nations to see." 
 
Today, my dear friends, we have come to our temple. The Holy Spirit made us come. We 
celebrate the most unusual Christmas of memory. We were not even allowed to come 
together in the night of nights to join the angels singing God's glory. We were not able to 
celebrate Christmas with our relatives and friends as we used to do. We exchange good 
heartfelt wishes, but in our heart of hearts we are not so sure that our wishes will come 
true. Will we be able to overcome that terrible virus? Will we overcome the economic 
consequences of these months of restrictions? Will we be able to bridge the differences of 
opinion between nations and their leaders? Will we at last be able to agree to the drastic 
steps needed to stop the threatening climate change? In many of the good wishes for the 
coming year I hear fear and worries. It becomes clearer every day that we humans are 
perhaps not able to get us out of the mess that we produced ourselves. 
 
If that is how we feel today, then the message of this day could well be really good news. We 
still have God's promise to rely on. We still hear Jesus' words before returning to his 
heavenly Father promising to stay with us until the end of time. We still remember what 
Jesus told Peter the day He declared him to be the head of the church. Jesus promised him 
that the powers of evil will not prevail over it. Do we trust his words? Are we on the lookout 
to see the signs of our redemption? Remember Abraham and Sara, Simeon and Anna. They 
trusted and saw the hand of the Lord at work. May this day, this Christmas renew in us the 
joy and hope that God is at work for us, even in the year 2021. Amen. 


