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Merry Christmas. 
Actually, I don't really know what to preach about. There is a lot to say about our world with its 
pandemic, about the conflicts in the world, the catastrophes that have happened this year (think of 
the explosion in Lebanon), about the Brexit (about which there was some good news yesterday), 
about politicians who get into trouble because of their policies that are sometimes more of a 
mismanagement. Then there is the personal suffering that each and every one of us has 
experienced this year. 
So much has happened that shows how vulnerable we people are. And then there are today's 
lectures. How welcome is the messenger of joy who brings good news: God will save us. And the 
second reading: the goodness and humanity of our God have become public. And the Gospel of 
John: In the beginning was the Word and the Word was God. Everything has become through Him. 
Then I ask myself the question: should we do it in our vulnerability with a 'word' from God. It is easy 
to put another word in front of that, then it is God's word in front of my word. What is the meaning 
of all this? 
 
God's salvation is just a word. God comes to the world as a vulnerable newborn. The only thing 
God does to save us is to entrust himself to a few vulnerable people: Mary and Joseph. They too 
are victims of the powerful and the violent of that time. God entrusts Himself to those powerless. Is 
that his salvation? 
But miracle is that people, little vulnerable people, also dare to entrust themselves to that 
vulnerable God. The shepherds and the wise who came from far away. And when Jesus grows up, 
we see that little vulnerable people come to Him. They are given new life: the deaf hear, the blind 
see, the lame walk and the poor get joy and a future. 
 
Imagine that God would have become man in power and majesty. How, then, should we continue 
the work of this incarnate powerful God? Precisely because Jesus entrusted himself to vulnerable 
and powerless people, his work of salvation can continue even when his life here on earth is over. 
We too can pay attention to the vulnerability of those around us.  
 
Isn't it true that in the pandemic many people paid attention to the vulnerability of humanity? Many 
went to work to help and to look for solutions. Otherwise, the development of a vaccine will take 
years because so many interests are involved. Now, with attention to our vulnerability, they have 
succeeded in developing a vaccine in nine months' time.  
 
Why is a family, a group of friends, a school class for children so important? Because it is precisely 
there, in our powerlessness and vulnerability, that we pay attention to each other. 
 
That is why God has become human as a helpless baby. That is his word to our history. And 
whoever accepts that vulnerable word, whoever does not oppose it with a word of greatness, 
power or violence, has the ability to become children of God. Children of God: just as vulnerable 
and powerless, but just as powerful to give new life to people in that vulnerability.  
 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas. May we experience how strong we are when we respect each 
other's vulnerability. 
 


