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"Hail Mary, you are blessed, the Lord is with you. " We believe that to be true.We believe that 
Mary was indeed gifted: she was the first to receive the messenger of God, God's anointed one, 
the Messiah.  What an honour, what a blessing!  
But yesterday someone drew my attention to the last sentence of this story: the angel went away 
from her. 
Mary, a young woman, engaged but not yet married, gets pregnant. Now, in our time, that is 
perhaps not so bad. There are many unmarried women with a child. But in the Jewish people it 
was a disgrace. Mary goes to her cousin Elisabeth for three months. Then she probably moved in 
with her husband because she had to travel with him, with Joseph, for the people census. On that 
trip there is no decent accommodation for them. She has to give birth to her child in a sheepfold. 
Surely that is not the beautiful romantic pregnancy a mother can dream of. And what happened 
later with her and her child has not been an easy life either. 
The strong thing about Maria is that she didn't just say 'yes' to the angel. But in all the difficulties 
that arose, she persisted in her devotion to the God of Israel. She probably knew the Scriptures of 
her people and knew what Yahweh had promised his people.  
We hear about that at first reading. God's promise to David is also a promise to his people: I will 
take care of you, not you will take care of Me. The Lord tells you that He will build you a house. I 
promise you that your royal house will last forever and your throne will never falter. 
 
In the Old Testament people believed that God would keep his promises and that with God's help 
they would find the strength to respond to all the difficulties of life. They believed that God would 
not forsake them.  
 
In that faith, Mary says 'yes' to the challenge of the angel. In that faith she found the strength to 
accept and overcome all the difficulties of her life with Jesus. In that faith she finally stood under 
the cross and saw her Son die, condemned, rejected, abandoned ... Where was God now? 
 
We dare to ask the same question today: where is God now? Will a virus destroy our lives? Will a 
pandemic threaten the coexistence of the peoples of the earth? Mary's love has given her the 
strength to survive the sheepfold and to raise her child. Her love has accompanied Him until after 
his death, in her life with the disciples.Her love and her 'yes' has given many people over the 
centuries the strength to persevere and to love in all difficulties.  
 
Do we believe in the promises of our God? Do we find the strength to overcome the dangers and 
problems of our time in love and to make our world liveable for every human being?  
 
Look into your own life and see where you yourself had the strength to overcome difficulties. 
Where have you transcended yourself to help others, to overcome fear and repugnance and to be 
there for your fellow human beings?  
If you have experienced this in your life, if you have said yes to the challenges of your life out of 
love ... know that the angel also says to you: rejoice, the Lord is with you.  
Let us look forward to Christmas in this way: aware of our powerlessness and fear, but also aware 
of the 'yes' we have given. Then the time will come for us to know that Christ is present in our 
lives. 


