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Everyone you meet these days, my dear friends, will tell you that we are living in strange 
times. We comiserate again and again about the restrictions which, due to the increasing 
number of people infected with the corona virus, are imposed on us. We feel cut of from 
many good people, family members or friends who we are not able to visit over Christmas. 
You will nearly always find that people feel under a cloud. And, although we put up more 
christmas decorations than ever before, we cannot feel the joy and happiness, that used to 
be part of our Christmas. The virus turns out to be a very effective spoil-sport 
 
Tere is one exception in this negative atmosphere: Our Church. Although the Church is not 
blind, but indeed shares in the painful measures of this moment, it does not hesitate to 
invite us all on this third Sunday of Advent, to rejoyce. It is Saint Paul who writes to the 
church of Tessalonica and summons them to rejoyce. And over their shoulders we hear him 
reach out to us shouting: Rejoyce in the Lordf always, again I tell you: Rejoyce. 
We do not feel like rejoycing at all. But again to the christians in Filippi Paul writes: Rejoice in 
the Lord at all times, and again I tell you: Rejoyce! Your kindness, friendliness must be 
known to all people. The Lord is near! 
 
Advent is the time when all christians are preparing for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. And there is no virus that is able to stop His coming. There is no government minister 
who can even postpone the coming of God into our world. Yes, our Christmas might well be 
quite different this year from any previous year, and quite different from what we had 
hoped and expected. But whatever it will be, it might well be more the celebration of God's 
coming into this world than it ever was before. By being unable to enjoy all the pleasurable 
superficialities of the season, we might well find more space in our busy lives and our 
preoccupied hearts to welcome our Lord into our homes, our lives, our timetables, to 
prepare for his coming. 
 
It is striking that we have been waiting for the coming of our Lord at all times. It was like that 
from the beginning of history. Reading the Old Testament, the first part of the Bible, we are 
struck by the endless yearning of the people for the coming of God. Life was not easy, and 
making life work with many people together is a complicated matter. God shows the way by 
giving us commandments, strong guidelines of do's and dont's. It started in the garden of 
Eden, where Adam and Eve were given a free hand to enjoy everything creation offered 
them, except that one tree of which fruit they were forbidden to eat. But they did just that 
and all problems started. God gave his people the ten commandments. If only they would 
live accordingly. But until this day we find it almost impossible to make those signposts 
towards good, humane, peaceful living our way of life. History is one big mess, with wars as 
its highlights and peace as short-lived interludes. 
 
And all the time people hoped that God would step in and put our chaos right. 
That He would rule us, as a good shepherd, in justice and peace. But God did not come 
Himself. We would not have survived had He come Himself. He sent prophets and judges, 
kings and wise men and women to bring his people back on course and to help them live 



according to God's design. But soon the people would loose sight again of God's will and did 
what was selfish, wrong and harmful and ended up in devastation and exile and 
longing,once again for God to come and set things straight. 
 
When the time was ripe and God's hour had come He sent his Son, Jesus, son of Mary, 
descendant of the house of David, as it was foretold by the prophets. And Jesus came and 
proclaimed the coming of God's kingdom. He made it happen by curing the sick, by freeing 
the posessed, by preaching good news to the poor. People loved Him, ran after Him, but at 
the end they did not follow Him. To the few followers, who, struggeling and falling, 
remained his friends, He gave one commandment: Love one another as I have loved you. If 
you do that the kingdom of God will become reality in your midst. But the great, the 
powerful, the rich did not understand his teaching, did not believe that He was sent by his 
Father and was showing the only way towards a world where God's will be done and his 
peace would come. They despised Him, thrue Him out of their city and crucified Him. 
 
The greatest of all miracles concerning Jesus is, that his death on the cross was not the end 
of it all. He lives, and before returning to his heavenly Father Jesus promised his followers – 
that is us – that He would stay with us always until the end of time. And angles announced 
that, as they had seen Jesus taken up into heaven, so He would return to bring all of us to 
where He Himself is: the house of his Father. 
 
Until then we will again stay waiting. There wil be no more birth in Bethlehem, but Jesus' 
presence with us is made obvious in all people of good will. Whilst we are waiting for Christ 
to come again His Spirit is alive in our world, in everyone who listens to the gospel and lets 
him- or herself be guided by that good Spirit. That Spirit is challenging us to be for each 
other as good as Jesus was for everyone who turned to Him. Preparing for the coming 
Christmas in this strange year 2020, I hope that you will hear that Spirit inviting you to see 
the needs of the people near to you and to do for them what is possible. Bethlehem is 
everywhere and we can let God become man again by opening our hearts for the needs of 
all around us. That will then really become a special and remarkable Christmas indeed. 
Amen. 


