
Homily 1st Sunday Advent B - 29 November 2020 
Toon Suffys SJ 
 
Today the church is offering us three readings and a psalm, made for our time. I have found in 
these texts the expression of my feelings with the whole corona crisis.  
The first reading expresses despair: what has happened to us that we experience misfortune and 
evil more than the love of God. Is this whole covid plague a punishment from God for our way of 
life.  
Many believe it is a punishment for our destructive way of living: pollution deep into the oceans, 
exploitation of the poor and economically weak, unbridled consumption, war for power and for 
possession of energy resources, exclusion of refugees ... Is the crisis a warning from God that we 
should think more as believers about how we live?  
 
But Paul says: I thank God for your union with Jesus Christ.  
in Him you were enriched in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony to 
Christ was confirmed among you.  
Paul reminds us of the other side of the truth: there are many people who work for the preservation 
of creation, for a just world, for equality for all, no discrimination for reasons of faith, colour, 
conviction, gender, origin ..... Look at your life, Paul says, and see where you are following Jesus 
Christ. Then know that you will not be blamed, because God is faithful.  
 
But following Jesus Christ, it means working on a world according to God's plan, requires attention 
and vigilance. God places his servants in charge, each with his work, and the Lord expects us to 
perform that work to the best of our ability. So, one takes care of his children, the other of fair 
trade, we all concern ourselves with nature conservation and a purer earth ... These are all tasks 
that God has entrusted to us.  
 
And we must be vigilant, Jesus says. Not just the believers, but the whole world population: what I 
say to you, I say to everyone! Be vigilant! 
 
All in all, our world is vigilant: a new problem is emerging, a virus that is killing millions of people. 
And mankind is doing all it can to overcome this evil. It will take a long time, but we will find the 
means to fight it. 
In the meantime, we must also be vigilant, just as Jesus was vigilant. He had an eye for those who 
were excluded from his society: the sick, the weak, the hungry, the children, outcasts women or 
men. All of them listened to Jesus and they were able to move on.  
Jesus calls us to have the same vigilance in our time.  We have seen and still see the great efforts 
of carers to help the sick, the efforts of governments and of many ordinary people to prevent the 
spreading of the virus. We are making sacrifices for this. There is already a growing concern that 
the vaccine should not only be available to the rich, but also to countries that cannot afford it. 
 
Is this not a wonderful Advent? We live in expectation that God will come into this world, in our 
concrete problems. Our God, as a newborn child, will share in the dangers of our time: disease, 
poverty, no place for Him, becoming a refugee ... Our God becomes human in all times and shares 
the problems of the people of that time.  
So be vigilant to see where help is needed. Be vigilant that you see where God becomes human in 
all uncertainty and danger. 
Be vigilant! 
 


