
All Saints’ Day, Xavier church, Apoc., 7, 2-4. 9-14; 1 John 3, 1-3, Mt. 5, 1-12a. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, in the first reading of the Revelation to John, we heard 
that in his vision he saw a multitude, which no one could count, of all races and 
peoples. John saw a glimpse of heaven, with angels and saints around the Lamb of 
God. For us this is hard to imagine. In the Bible, heaven does not mean a concrete 
place. God's presence is not spatial, but transcends all space and time. Yet we can 
recognise a desire to be united in heaven with the saints and with our loved ones. 
According to John, those who worship God in heaven have washed their robes white 
in the blood of the Lamb, in other words, they have purified themselves by sharing 
in the sacrifice made by Jesus Christ in giving his life. They have come out of the 
great tribulation, in other words, despite all the opposition, they have followed Jesus 
Christ. 

When we now think of All Saints, we cannot pass by the mother of God, Mary. 
Fitting to her could be the first beatitude: blessed are the poor in spirit, for to them 
belongs the Kingdom of Heaven. Above all, being poor in spirit means an attitude 
of simplicity and humility, saying 'yes' to what the Lord asks of us, just like Mary did. 
That is why she is highly praised among all generations. She encourages us to 
persevere in prayer. 

She must have had much sorrow, too, when she saw her Son dying on the cross. But 
at the same time she was filled with hope, because He had said He would be glorified. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Meekness, which is the subject of the next beatitude, is a quality which, fortunately, 
one can  encounter often, also in this church. I am thinking of all those people who 
patiently look forward to better times. Those who are not afraid, but who remain 
faithful to prayer and to their faith in God. They will inherit the land. 

And there are others who hunger and thirst for justice. We can think of someone 
like St. Mother Teresa, who cared for the poorest of the poor. Here in Amsterdam, 
too, her work is continuing with a community of sisters of Charity. This is very much 
needed in these days of corona. Blessed are those who hunger for righteousness, for 
they will be satisfied. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Pure in heart, you could also 
say, those who follow their conscience, who follow the inner voice of the Spirit. 
Many missionaries acted in this way. They often did their work in extremely difficult 
circumstances. Someone like Saint Francis Xavier travelled far away to India, Japan 
and Indonesia. He baptized thousands of people, taught them about the faith in their  
own language and he made sure that other Jesuits after him could continue his work.  



Other, more unknown missionaries were sometimes imprisoned and tortured by the 
people they had come to see. Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of 
justice, for to them belongs the kingdom of heaven.  

On All Saints' Day we could also think of the sisters and brothers in the monasteries 
who are praying for us. A prayer which has been going on for centuries. Saints like 
Benedict, or Clara of Assisi, or Bernard. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God.  

In addition to the remembrance of the saints and the longing to be united with them, 
Saint Bernard mentions a second longing, and that is the longing to see Christ face 
to face. This desire concerns the afterlife and also the return of Christ the Lord, who 
says in the Revelation to John that he will return soon. St. John describes his vision 
of the new Jerusalem that will shine, enlightened by the splendour of God.   

We need the intercession of the saints in order to hold on to that longing for Christ 
and also to follow Christ even when things are difficult. The saints testify that they 
have belonged to Christ all their lives. For us, that is a reason to celebrate this 
solemnity, because the saints pray for us in heaven. Amen.  

 


