
Not so long ago, Prime minister Rutte coined the word participation society - inventing that 
word was a signal that something is lacking in our social skills, our togetherness. Even if we 
have to fight a pandem-ic together, worldwide, there are protests from people who think it's 
all exaggerated. They don't want to be patronized and think their freedom is more important 
than togetherness. This is also where the crisis in society is manifesting itself. 
Meanwhile, the gap between rich and poor continues to grow. Our awareness that we are 
responsible for each other is creaking at the seams. Slowly but surely tensions are growing 
between the well to do and the underprivileged: protests, almost all over the world, here, 
there, everywhere. All organizations that rely on voluntary cooperation suffer as a result. 
Occasionally you hear that an associa-tion terminates its activities due to a lack of 
volunteers. Museums fall over because they too rely on volunteers. 
Would it be more difficult to get along well with each other? The word individualization is a 
nice flag to cover the load of growing loneliness in our society, increasing hardness of life 
and shrinking togetherness. Of course, we have to keep seeing that in the now growing 
generation there are just as well very good people, and nice ones. But it is undeniable that 
people now live much more on their own, even now that there are influential social media. 
Here, too, we choose our own people, and we are more on our own. 
We see the consequences in our own church. It takes effort to keep the volunteers well 
together. Could the church fall as well? It is said that secularization due to the corona crisis 
has accelerated by ten years and we now see the consequences of secularization more than 
before. Nevertheless, we have noticed that there remains interest in this monument to 
which we also have obligations. Could we succeed in keeping the building alive so that it 
remains an inspiring place for many who seek comfort here and like to remain part of a 
communi-ty? People are looking for us for that! Why do we have an obligation here? Well, 
we may realize that the story of Matthew challenges us because we may also consider the 
possession of this church as a tal-ent. The story of the man who goes abroad and entrusts his 
posses-sions to his servants is about nothing more than God entrusting to men his most 
precious possession: love. And the place where that becomes concrete is also the church for 
which we are jointly re-sponsible. 
God gives us communion, not solitude. Every human being has tal-ents for this, some 
perhaps a little more than others, but if you share with each other what you can share, the 
result is that you do not bury your talents but use them to secure the place that God occu-
pies in our midst in solidarity and togetherness. 
Of course, we notice the one who does nothing with his talent. I prefer to bury all my 
abilities to live together - I bury my love. Then follows a sample of what psychology calls 
projection: the others are blamed. 'I have experienced that you are a hard man'. So that is 
not true at all, but if I can say that the others have done it, then I myself am innocent. Bad 
and lazy servant, is the judgment of the lord who gives the talents. Take that talent to live 
together away from him. Throw him into the darkness, for the light of life is not good for 
him. After all, love will be given to everyone who has love; but to those who have no love, 
even the ability to love will be taken away. 
It is not only the Jesuit fathers who can guarantee the survival of this church. It is you 
yourself who should act as - what the book Proverbs calls - that strong woman. Her wisdom 
is her active life of faith. She is enterprising, guarantees the lives of many. She makes her 
whole environment a participatory society. With her the talent of love is inexhaustible. She 
establishes community. She is the ideal image for the way God is in our midst. God entrusts 
himself to us. We cannot leave that unanswered, can we? 


