
27th Sunday, Yr. A, Xavier Church, Is. 5, 1-7; Ps. 80, 9. 12-16. 19-20; Phil. 4, 6-9; Mat. 
21, 33-43 

Dear brothers and sisters, the high priests and the elders who listen to Jesus’ parable 
about the vineyard, understand that Jesus is talking about them. The kingdom of God 
will be taken away from them and will be given to a people who will produce its fruits. 
In the past, this parable has been interpreted against the Jewish people, the people of 
the Old Testament. Isaiah, one of the most important Jewish prophets, did already talk 
about the wrongdoings of his people, who will only produce wild fruits and thus lose 
their vineyard. However, it would be very damaging if a further anti-Semitic 
interpretation were to be given to these Biblical stories.  

When we talk about Jewish culture and religion, we have to realise that it continues 
today, including in Amsterdam or Amstelveen and elsewhere. This weekend, the Jewish 
community celebrates Sukot, or the Feast of Tabernacles, commemorating the exodus 
from Egypt. And last Monday the feast of Yom Kipur took place, or Big Reconciliation 
Day. The Feast of Tabernacles is a joyful celebration, but during Yom Kippur the Jews 
refrain from eating and drinking, many do not go to work and people come together 
for prayer in the synagogue. Important for this feast is to confess one's own sins and 
common sins before God.  

We too have started this celebration with the recognition of our deficits before God, 
and we always start a Eucharistic celebration doing so. Showing repentance goes hand 
in hand with submitting our wishes to God, as Saint Paul urges us to do. This 
presupposes an active attitude on our part as believers. By expressing our wishes to 
God in prayer, we become aware of our dependence on God. St. Paul adds that our 
supplications should never be without thanksgiving.  

If we now look again with this attitude at today’s Gospel, it will protect us from an 
imprudent interpretation. For the Gospel has often been interpreted unilaterally as if 
the Church were the people who were given the kingdom of God and who reaped the 
fruits of it. We must not forget that the Kingdom of God is a mystery, not a worldly 
Kingdom of which we can say: 'There it is, and there it is not'.  

The Church has been born out of the Jewish tradition of the law and the prophets; 
Jesus and his first disciples were raised in Jewish families. Moreover, God has never 
broken the Old Covenant with his people; on the contrary, the Old Testament often 
mentions the eternal mercy of God. In his proclamation of the Kingdom of God, Jesus 
agitated against the high priests and the elders of the people, influential people who had 
first turned against the prophets and who now refused to accept Jesus' message.   



It is true that Jesus calls his disciples and therefore also us the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world. This must be expressed in good works that come from a union with 
God. We can be thankful that in this time of corona-crisis we have the opportunity to 
celebrate with each other, to come together in the house of God. Let us, therefore, as 
we go from here, look out for each other and not exclude anyone, but be a good 
example for one another. 

The month of October is world mission month. This year's motto is: 'Happy the 
peacemakers'. Special attention will be paid to West Africa, which is struggling from 
hunger, poverty, terror and the corona-pandemic. The Catholic Church can play an 
important role in this crisis, because it is present in almost every village. The Church 
distributes food and hygiene items and her co-workers explain how to protect oneself  
from contamination. We can contribute to this aim through the papal missionary work. 
We can do this financially and through our prayers.  

October is also a Marian month. We can ask her for protection of people who are 
defenceless against terrorist attacks and for her motherly care for those affected by the 
coronavirus. May we draw our attention to all that is true, just and pure, to all that is 
called virtue and worthy of praise. Then the God of peace will be with us. Amen.  

  



Prayers of the faithful 

Pr.: Brothers and sisters, we turn to God in prayer and supplication, let all our wishes 
become known to Him. 

R.: That in our time the Church may bear good fruits of faith, hope and love, for the 
salvation of the whole world. We pray to the Lord. 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

R.: For the Jewish people and the people in West-Africa, that they may live in peace 
with the peoples around them. We pray to the Lord.  

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

R.: That world leaders continue to work for a fair distribution of the goods of this earth, 
especially food and drinking water. That every human being receives what he or she 
needs. We pray to the Lord.  

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

R.: May our community of faith here on earth be a fruitful vineyard of the Lord, in 
which all work together in unity and peace for the coming of the Kingdom of God. We 
pray to the Lord.  

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

R.: For the intentions of this Eucharist: 

… 

and a moment in silence for what we personally keep in our hearts: 

… 

We pray to the Lord: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Pr.: Gracious God, listen to our prayers and intentions, give us what we need to bear 
fruit for time and eternity. Through Christ our Lord.  

A.: Amen. 

 

 


