
29th Sunday of Ordinary Time  Ben Frie SJ 
 
 
The book of Isaiah is a collection of insights from a prophet collective that succeeded well in 
fitting events in the world into their own interests: an unbelieving king is made 'anointed of 
God' by them because he was able to liberate the Jewish people. It was the Persian king 
Cyrus who succeeded in overcoming the Babylonians, enabling him to end the Jewish exile in 
Babylon and allow the Jewish people to return to Jerusalem. A worldly prince who is made 
an instrument of a Jewish God. Had Twitter existed, it would have rained tweets. Agree, 
disagree, scandalous, toppie et cetera. 
Be that as it may, King Cyrus is becoming an instrument for saying out loud: 'our - Jewish - 
God is the Lord and no one else, even more so: 'Outside me there is no God! The collective 
of prophets puts it in the mouth of God: 'I have girded you without you knowing Me'. This is 
reminiscent of the ending of the Gospel of John, where Jesus spoke to Peter penetratingly: 
'When you were young, you put on your girdle and went where you wanted to go, but when 
you grow old, someone else will grab your hands, put on your girdle and take you where you 
don't want to go'. "I girded you". 
God draws his trail in people's lives. This is what the prophets of the book of Isaiah want to 
make true, but also in the gospel today the path that God draws through social life is shown. 
We see a tension between what the world thinks is important and what God thinks is 
important. We are faced with a choice: do I let God draw his trail in my life, or do I want to 
follow the worldly trail where other standards and values apply? What goes first: my 
pleasure, my freedom, my life, or can I live with my dependency and acknowledge that I am 
part of a greater whole?  
We are part of a greater whole, with a government that tries to manage everything. We are 
asked to take responsibility not only for ourselves but also for the collective in which we live: 
protecting each other, creating space for each other. Those who do not want to share and 
do not want to participate in the collectivity, take positions outside the system, outside the 
collective, which can no longer be common because they harm the community. 
If we participate in collective life, we also want guarantees that it will be properly regulated. 
The Dutch tax service is under fire because it has to be the guarantor of sharing and the 
guarantor of common interests. If the government becomes unreliable, my living conditions 
will become unreliable. Who will then have control over my money? A challenge for 
believers! 
Jesus seems to get stuck between Herodians and Pharisees. Herodians were Roman-minded 
and agreed with the occupation and the tax system of the Romans. Pharisees, on the other 
hand, were anti-Roman and would disapprove if Jesus were to agree to the imposed taxes. 
They ask Jesus about his position, but also want to be able to accuse him. Jesus sees through 
their falsity and keeps the conversation about this very pure: you have obligations to society, 
but also to God who carries all this. Jesus knows how to nuance between faith and life, 
between church and world, between God and the Mammon. 
Choose without becoming unfaithful to God. Show yourself to be a loving person, someone 
who can share. That belongs to God, who gave us love and the ability to live in community. 
Likewise, you have to give the community what it deserves. 


