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I know, my dear friends, in Amsterdam it is almost improper to mention, but the fans of the 
Rotterdam Foorbal Club, Feijenoord, used to have a popular yell summing up today's gospel 
in a very clear way. They yelled: "Geen woorden, maar daden!" which is something like "stop 
talking, start acting!" That is just what we hear Jesus telling the chief priests and the elders 
of the people: "Stop talking, start acting!" 
The question Jesus puts to them is very simple: A father has two sons and he wants them to 
go and work in his vineyard. The number one son reacts talking only: 'Yes, yes, father, sure, I 
am off; dont worry, I will go!' But he does not go. The other does obviously not feel like a 
days work in the vineyard. But then he decides to go anyway and do what his father asks him 
to do. He acts. Who does the will of his father? The one who stops talking and starts acting, 
they answer. 
Throughout Israëls history God has asked people to act. And those who did were the ones 
who made a difference. God asked Abraham to pick up his belongings, leave his land and 
family behind and go in search of a land that God had destined for him. And he did. He did 
not argue but acted and by doing so started the history of the people of God. 
Moses was tending the sheep of his father in law when God called him to leave his safe life 
behind and go to rescue the people from the slavery of the king of Egypt. Moses had all sorts 
of reasons for shying away from that assignment. But the Lord said from his burning bush: 
Stop talking, start acting. And Moses did lead his people through the dessert to the promised 
land. 
Well known is the story of the prophet Jona. God wanted him to go to Nineveh, that great 
city, to announce them the end of their days. Not a very attractive assingment and Jona 
went off to hide, away from God. It took a huge storm and a mighty big fish to bring him 
back to where the Lord had called him. Now no more talking but he started acting and 
through his mission Nineveh was saved. 
John the Baptist did not need persuasion. He understood the will of God and preached his 
sermon of conversion. Turn round, he called, leave your evil ways and do what is just, 
because the kingdom of God is near. The ordinary people, the taxcollectors, sinners and 
prostitutes, they listened. They came to be baptised and started a new life. But the chief 
priests and the elders of the people, seeing what happened, felt they needed no conversion, 
no baptism. They talked and discussed among themselves what that kingdom of God would 
look like and what priority seats would most probably be theirs. They are the ones to whom 
Jesus tells his story, the story of the father with his two sons. He hoped perhaps that now 
they would get the message, stop talking and start acting. 
 
This gospelstory can only be of interest to us if we realise that Jesus did not only target the 
chief priests and elders of his people, but that He intended us, yes everyone of us, to 
consider his question and to imagine being a son or daughter of that father. The father in 
this story is Jesus' Father, God, the Creator of heaven and earth. His sons and daughters of 
course, that is us, all those listening to Jesus or hearing his words through the gospels. The 
Father asks us to go and work in his vineyard, that is in the world around us and among the 
people, who are his people, no one excluded. We should imagine this very realistically: God 
comes to me to ask: Will you be one of my workers, giving your energy for the wellbeing of 



my creation in the broadest sense? And there is always lots of work to be done. Just 
imagine..... 
Now we have the corona-pandemic. What can you do to stay safe yourself and to prevent 
yourself from contaminating others? Or what can you do to lighten other peoples problems? 
And what about that other threatening issue, our climate and the wellbeing of our common 
home? What can I do? What is it God, whom we call 'our Father' several times a day, what 
would He want me to do to save our environment? There are so many issues knocking at our 
door. Just think of all the people who are different from me. God asks me to take good care 
of my brothers and sisters even if they are not part of my folks. How am I doing in that field? 
Of course God knows we can not do everything. But He never stops asking. He just needs 
everyone. Because everyone has nearest and dearest. And all of them need attention, need 
loving, need people who care, need you and me. Now the request is clear. How do I react? 
Thank God there are many, very many very generous people, who pick up the appeal and act 
immediately. I am astonished by what people are prepared to do for others, of for a cause 
that they have taken to heart. Those are the saints, the heros of our days and there are 
many, thank God. And the Father recognizes them as his own daughters or sons. 
But then again there are many who just close their eyes and ears for the needs of their 
fellow men. Whose only concern is their own wellbeing and profit. When you read the 
papers you encounter them behind every conflict, every dirty deal, every disaster or 
unsolvable problem. They are not our friends, but then again, who are we to judge? What is 
our reaction when we hear of the needs and feel the pain of our fellow men and women, of 
our society and common home? Are we outspoken in sharing our great opinions, but rather 
reserved when it comes too close for comfort? I think, there is a bit of both sons in many of 
us, certainly in me. Lots of good intentions and even ideas, but when it comes to an 
engagement I become a bit careful. Yet if we want to save the world and mankind we better 
make the Feijenoord-yell our own: Stop talking, start acting! Amen. 


