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All hell broke loose in five seconds. Suddenly it became pitch dark. People screamed for fear. 
Tents flew through the sky. Heavy rain made us shiver with cold. The quiet campground in 
that lovely valley turned into a horror spectacle. All in all, it took only a few minutes. After a 
long day of walking in the Spanish Basque Country, we enjoyed a good meal with 500 
pilgrims. The sudden mini hurricane had transformed the camping site into a battlefield. 
 
An hour later we moved to an abbey in the neighborhood. Although with a lot of delay, the 
evening program of our pilgrimage could still take place. The following day we left, with our 
back packs, up to Javier, the birthplace of Francis Xavier.  
 
If I meet 25 years later, the young people with whom we experienced this adventure, we 
immediately share memories of what we now consider to be the highlight of this 2-week 
walking retreat. A combination of panic and trust, of chaos and rest, a sense of togetherness 
that eventually proved to be stronger than fear.  
 
Matthew tells us a similar experience in today’s Gospel reading. But this time with the 
disciples of Jesus. There is a thunderstorm and their great hero, Jesus, is not with them. 
Those tough fishermen feel abandoned. Then we witness a totally unlikely story. Let's see in 
detail what happens, especially between Jesus and Peter. 
 
It is Jesus who asks the disciples to cross the lake. He is also the one who decides to help his 
friends when, few hours later, they are in distress. No effort is too much for Him. He walks 
over the water towards them. However, the disciples do not recognize him. They are blinded 
by their fear. Again, Jesus takes the lead and speaks to them: "Take courage, it is I; do not be 
afraid."  
 
Peter recognizes Jesus first. Be it with a bit of doubt. Peter immediately asks a very special 
question to Jesus. Whether he can walk to Him over the water? The text does not give any 
objective reason why Peter would ask such a strange question. Apparently, Peter wants not 
only to be with his Lord as soon as possible. He also wants to do exactly as He does. Jesus 
addresses that desire of Peter and expressly invites him to come to Him. This means that 
Peter must leave the boat, the only security that remains. Walking over the water works. At 
least in the beginning. For soon, Peter begins to doubt and sink. However, his fear does not 
prevent Him from still hoping for Jesus. He explicitly asks for help. Jesus immediately holds 
out his hand to his friend. Both can climb back in the safe boat and the storm calms down. 
 
What an incredible variety of action in those verses. 
 
There are three common threads running through this subtle story. 
 
1. The initiative always comes from Jesus. He goes to his friends. It is again Jesus who holds 
out his hand. 



2. Peter's merit is that he accepts that hand and entrusts himself to Jesus, albeit with much 
hesitation. The important thing however is that, time after time, he puts his trust in the Lord. 
3. Because Peter is not overcome by fear and literally throws himself into the arms of Jesus, 
the impossible becomes possible. What started as a nightmare becomes a story of amazing 
personal growth in faith. 
 
These three common threads also ask us three questions. 
 
1. Do I believe that Jesus comes to me also? Even if I do not expect Him and have already 
given up hope? 
2. Am I prepared, like Peter, to truly trust in the Lord? When the sun is shining, but also 
when a unexpected tornado pops up? 
3. Am I willing to engage in the battle of faith, until the end? Even when it’s getting difficult, 
when I'm confronted with my smallness, resistance and limitedness?  
 
Peter is our predecessor in faith. Pope Franciscus is his successor. The example of Peter and 
his successors is a reliable path for us today to come closer to God, on pilgrimage in the 
Basque Country, at home or anywhere else. 


