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It is a shame, my dear friends, that we cannot read one or two chapters of the gospel each 
Sunday in their entirety. Only on Palmsunday we hear the entire Passion of our Lord read, 
and we experience how impressive that is. Then we can really get into the story and realize 
what is happening with and around Jesus. But we usually only hear short episodes, 
fragments only of a much bigger story. That makes it almost mpossible for us to understand 
what is actually going on. 
 
Take today's gospel. It is a strange story. Jesus is announcing to his disciples, that He is 
destined to suffer grievously at the hands of the elders and chief priests of his nation. Why 
did He suddenly have to say that? And why is He so extreem in his reaction to the shocked 
protesting Peter? If we could have read the entire 16th chapter of Matthew's gospel this 
morning, instead of just a few verses, it would have made a lot more sense. At least, I hope 
that you can still remember last Sunday's reading, because that is a real part of the gospel of 
this evening. Let's go back and try to remember. 
 
Jesus has been trying to make his disciples understand who He really is. He did not try to do 
that with a lot of words, because they would not have understood what he meant, or they 
would have misinterpreted his words. He taught his disciples through experiences. He made 
them distribute five loaves and two fishes among 5000 men after having blessed them. And 
seeing that they have plenty for such a crowd they experienced God's abounding love 
offered to everyone through Jesus. And after that experience Jesus made his disciples get 
into their boat and set out to cross over to the other side, leaving Him behind to pray. But 
when a galeforce wind threatened their boat and they were frightened to death, Jesus 
joined them, walking over the water, and once in their boat he silenced the storm. "You are 
the Son of God" they professed, flabbergasted by the experience. 
 
That was Jesus' way of teaching his disciples. He could never have done that with words. And 
wanting to know whether they had understood, and whether they really knew who He was, 
He one day asked them: "Who do the people say that I am?" 'The people think you are a 
profet, like the great profets of our history' they answered. 'I understand', Jesus said, but 
you? You have experienced so much more than all the others have, who am I for you? And 
then Peter, as always the spokesman of the twelve, comes up with his profession of faith: 
"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus rejoices. They have understood. Now 
they will be able to be his witnesses once He himself has returned to his Father and is no 
longer in their midst. 
 
But have they really understood? Have they really grasped what it means that Jesus is sent 
by his heavenly Father to save the world and all mankind? Or do they, in their heart of 
hearts, have the expectation that his story will turn out to be a human succes-story in which 
they are going to play their part and share in his glory? It is against that background that 
Jesus tells them in words that cannot be misunderstood: "We are going to Jerusalem. And 
there the elders and chief priests will make me suffer. They will kill me. But I will be raised 
up on the third day." 
 



Then it became quite clear that the twelve were not at all prepared for this prospect. Peter 
protested: "That cannot happen, must not happen. That would be all wrong!" And indeed, 
from a worldly, human perspective it would be all wrong. But God's perspective is not our 
perspective and Jesus feels Peter's protest as the work of the evil-one. He confronts him as 
'Satan'. "Get out of the way, Satan, because my way is God's way and not the way of the 
world. You still do not understand who I am....! Four times, in the gospel of Matthew, Jesus 
tells his disciples that suffering and death await him. Every time the disciples come up in one 
way or other with their protest and lack of understanding. The fourth time, when Peter in his 
arrogance proclaims that even if all the others would leave Jesus, he would never do so, 
Jesus predicts: "This very night, before the cock crows, you will declare three times that you 
do not know me". 
 
Last week, you will remember, that Jesus, after Peter's profession of faith, called him the 
rock on which He would build his church. Was that a mistake? Was that a moment of ill 
judgement by Jesus? No. Once again in worldly and human perspective it looks as though 
Jesus in choosing Peter made a real mistake. But during the entire gospel it becomes clear 
that God and his Messiah were not bringing together a group of superheroes, an invincible 
A-team. Jesus called together a group of very human, ordinary people,people like you and 
me. Yes, He called Peter a rock, not because of his fantasticaly strong character or multiple 
talents, but because of his faith and unswerving love. And Yes, he called Peter Satan, not 
because he was bad and an opponant, but because he was weak and easily tempted by the 
ways of the world like all of us 
 
In today's gospel we can see how Peter's office is clothed in human weakness. The history of 
our church and our popes has been a continuous proof of human strength and courage and 
human shortcomings and weakness. Saints and sinners have occupied Saint Peter's chair 
over the ages. Satan has always tried to make popes loose sight of the ways of God by 
tempting them with power and influence, with worldly honor and succes. But the rock on 
which the church is built is its faith proclaimed by Peter. You, Jesus, are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God" "You have words of life! To whom should we turn instead?" 
That is our faith. In him we have put our trust. This is what endured all the developments of 
human history. This is what we proclaim although always aware that we carry this treasure 
in earthen and breakable vessels. 
Amen 


