
Homily 18th Sunday in the year A   Toon Suffys SJ 
 
Have you ever faced a difficult task that you were sure you wouldn't succeed in? That feeling 
comes to us often before an exam, before a job interview, before an assignment at work. 
But also for more important things like a life choice: a change of job, a marriage, when a 
child is born. Will I be able to handle it? Well, when one lists all the requirements needed, 
the task seems like an insurmountable mountain. Then, we are confronted with our own 
insignificance, our own powerlessness.  
It's the same with the apostles: a large crowd wants to hear the words of Jesus, wants to 
feed on the wisdom and the values of Christ. And Jesus says to his apostles: feed them. But 
what do the apostles have to offer: 5 loaves of bread and 2 fishes. If they trust in 
themselves, they will not succeed. But when they put their gifts in Jesus' hands, then they 
succeed. It is like when they went fishing on their own initiative: they worked a whole night 
and caught nothing. Throw out your nets on the other side, Jesus says. And they can fill their 
boat in abundance.  
These stories in the Gospel want to make it clear that we  
must -and -may rely on Jesus.  
But trusting Jesus is not easy. We always start counting on our own strength and on our own 
ability. The lockdown came, the church buildings were closed. And the Church was faced 
with the task to pass on the faith, to pass on Jesus Christ. And then Jesus gives us, as it were, 
modern technology and old devotion. We can live stream the liturgy and look: we reach (for 
our church alone) about 300 people a week. We cannot give communion, but with the 
centuries-old practice of spiritual communion we can still bring people into contact with 
Jesus the Christ.  
Now we are again faced with the task, in that half-hearted time of one and a half meters and 
mouth caps, to continue to bring people into contact with God. It seems to us an impossible 
task, how should we go about it? Can we believe and trust that Jesus will help us there too?  
Probably you experience the same in your life. Many times that question comes up: how can 
I live as a Christian in this time, in this situation? I cannot foresee the future. Then how do I 
know if I am making the right decision?  
And suppose I make the wrong decision? Will I fall out of God's grace? Will I no longer 
belong to the people of God? 
 
Listen to Paul: I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels nor powers, nor present 
nor future, nor height nor depth, nor whatever is in creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God which He has given us in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
This is what I call a strong statement. What a confidence in Jesus of a man who once 
persecuted Christ and his followers. And his life is a testimony of his trust in Jesus. Even 
when he was imprisoned and condemned to death, he writes letters full of faith, hope and 
love in Jesus Christ.  
Trusting Jesus: it's easy to say, but hard to do, because we keep finding ourselves in doubt. 
But that can't hurt. As long as we do not decide ourselves not to go with Jesus, as long as we 
seek to live with Jesus, so long nothing can separate us from the love of God.  
Even when he was imprisoned and condemned to death, he writes letters full of faith, hope 
and love in Jesus Christ.  



Trusting Jesus: it's easy to say, because we keep finding ourselves in doubt. There's no harm 
in that. As long as we keep searching to live with Jesus and don't decide to leave Him, so 
long nothing can separate us from the love of God.  
This week, let us pay attention to how often we are guided in our choices and our decisions 
by what we have learned from Christ. He is many times very near to us.  Thus, let us, in all 
circumstances, trust in Jesus with more confidence. 


