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How hospitable can you be? In this city there are many forms of hospitality in hotels, B&B's, 
restaurants and cafes, and of course the possibility to stay with family or friends. Hospitality 
is a precious commodity and its sudden end in mid-March was a shock. The city fell silent, no 
tourist to be seen anymore. We were stunned by the effect of what was decided from 
above. Gone hospitality, gone atmosphere - suddenly the overpopulation was over. 
Then came the shock of the economic consequence. Many were hit by the loss of part time 
jobs, but also big players in our society had to take heavy losses. All international traffic 
came to a standstill and suddenly much of our hospitality proved possible via the internet. 
We managed to find each other anyway, albeit electronically, although it didn't always turn 
out to be perfect. 
Here too, in our church and in many places where the faith was confessed and shared, 
everything came to a standstill. The building was suddenly soulless, as if every reason for its 
existence had been dissolved into nothingness. At first we accepted it because of the risks 
and the limitations given, but gradually the lack began to weigh heavily: no more 
encounters, no more social exchange, and above all: no more praying together, no more 
sharing communion, no more experiencing the communion of the body of Christ - a break in 
the bond with God. 
Faith and religion are of great importance to many people. You feel this once again when 
you are limited in your usual experience of it. Always being able to trust in God is a deeply 
felt value in life and receiving sacraments in communion with the fellowship of Christians 
also gives a strong social connection, which in itself is a support for many. Lighting a candle 
may be the minimal form of fellowship, but even there you can still feel connected to the 
support from heaven - or whatever way you perceive it. The church is a place that offers 
hospi-tality, across borders and cultures, and in the end, of course, it is God who is the host 
here. Unlimited hospitality, with no discrimination against individuals, no racial 
discrimination. Everyone is equal. A dream, almost, and yet that image stays with us as if it 
were already true. 
The prophet Elisha often comes to Sunem, for his testimonial work, and a well-to-do lady 
offers him hospitality, so much so that she has a separate room added to the house so that 
he always has a place to stay overnight. If you are received hospitably, you want to give 
some-thing back, a gift, an attention, flowers. The prophet goes a little farther and rewards 
her with a promise: she will bring a son to her heart as once Sara and Abraham heard it say. 
Infertility does mean no old age provisions: they consisted of children taking care of the 
elderly.  
This was an enormous gesture on the part of the prophet, and it con-firmed the woman's 
reason for giving him hospitality: she wanted to bind the blessing emanating from a man of 
God to her home.  This raises questions about the reasons for our hospitality: Is it in the 
guest's interest to act or is it also in one' s own interest? When Jesus calls for hospitality, He 
also alludes to a reward: if you receive a prophet, you will receive the reward of a prophet, 
in other words, you will also gain familiarity with God in your house. 
For the believer, hospitality has a deeper dimension: the openness to others also gives you a 
greater openness from God to you. You can be more connected with the heart of your life. It 
is like self-sacrifice or loss if you do not follow your own preference, but in Jesus' vision it is 
benefit if you adapt to another and create space for him or her. Then at the same time you 
create more space for God. 



Today all kinds of hard aspects of our society are becoming visible. The lock down made it 
sharply visible who had a secure existence and who did not. The crisis showed racial 
differences and the inequality in world society. The hardest blows fall on the poor - it seems 
inextinguishable. 
When we think about hospitality today, we have to dare to look at that and ask ourselves 
what we are doing with those big differences. Our question must be how we can contribute 
to a fair distribution of re-sources and to the equality of people.  Gender, race, class, money 
- they should not be decisive for us. God is above all that and keeps ask-ing us: how 
hospitable can you be? 


