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Dear brothers and sisters, the annual procession on Corpus Christi with the Blessed 
Sacrament along the canals of Amsterdam will not take place this year because of 
government measures to combat the coronavirus. In this centuries-old Catholic 
procession a host which is Christ in the form of bread is carried in a holder, a 
monstrance. It is remarkable that people from different cultures, with different 
colours and from various ages take part in this. To set off, while God is with us and 
protecting us, could remind us of the journey of the Jewish people through the desert, 
a journey of 40 years, in which they were nourished by God with manna and were 
given water from the rock.   

When we look at ourselves to what has happened in 40 years, if we think about it a 
little longer, we might discover that God has been with us in all these years. God 
sometimes puts us to the test in our lives, as He did with the Jewish people in the 
desert. I think the past three months have been an ordeal for most of us as well. Most 
of us did not see that many people than usual. We had to watch out for each other, 
not to get infected, and we still have to be careful. Maybe this period has also been a 
time of conversion. We might value human contacts more than before. The corona 
crisis began in Lent and here in this church we celebrated Easter, the resurrection of 
Christ, with four people in a dark and empty building. Maybe your personal prayer 
and spiritual life might have had an impulse. 

Most of you also had to miss receiving Holy Communion for three months. It is a 
great joy to be able to celebrate the Eucharist with you again. When we look at our 
lives, we could discover a common thread, which is the encounter with the living 
Lord in the Eucharist. From the day we received our First Holy Communion, the 
living Bread that descended from heaven has come to us. The mystery of the 
Eucharist is so great that we can immerse ourselves in it throughout our lives and 
continue to discover new things in it. There are so many facets to it, because it is a 
personal encounter with God Himself. The celebration of the Eucharist is both 
about the Incarnation of God, the Word that has become flesh in the person of Jesus 
Christ, and about God who gives His life for us, who sheds His Blood on the cross. 
Jesus calls Himself the Bread of Life, because everyone who eats this Bread remains 
united with Him and lives forever. At the same time, the Eucharist is also about the 
remembrance of Jesus' sacrifice on the cross, which preceded his resurrection.  

In our fellowship with the Lord it also happens to us that we have to give up things 
in our lives, and even our whole life could become a sacrifice for Him.  



Life in fellowship with the Lord can give us great happiness, also because it connects 
us to one another. All of us together, we form one body, says the Apostle Paul.  

Dear brothers and sisters, sometimes our lives might look like a desert. A desert like 
we may have experienced during the corona crisis, with moments of loneliness or a 
confrontation with sickness and death. Moses urged his people as they came out of 
the desert: remember this forty-year journey by which the Lord made you pass 
through the desert. He led you through that desert and gave you food and drink. This 
is also the case with the sacramental life of the Church, in which God walks with us. 
For the Jews in Jesus’ time, the Words that He spoke were a reason to dispute with 
each other. Even today his Words still lead to contradiction and encounter 
incomprehension. We must therefore constantly seek new forms of dialogue with 
people who do not know or do not understand Jesus' Words. Nowadays, an 
important part of the transmission of faith takes place via the internet. We, as Jesuits, 
have also been quite busy with this in recent times. It is important that the Word of 
the Gospel can be heard, also with modern means, so that its power remains active 
in our lives and in the generations to come. Amen. 

  


