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Actually, today we should first read the gospel and only then the passage from the Acts. Then we 
would see more clearly that the prayer for unity of Jesus is fulfilled: the apostles, the disciples, the 
women, Mary, they are all united in prayer and life. The greatness of Jesus becomes visible in his 
followers.  
 
It was not so self-evident. Jesus ascended to heaven and the disciples retreated into the upper 
room, where they hid for fear of the Jews. The Lord is gone. Will they remain united, or will they, as 
is often the case with inheritances, quarrel and disperse? Will the strong personalities compete 
against each other?  
 
But things are very different. At the Last Supper Jesus prayed for unity between the disciples and 
between disciples, Jesus and the Father. And that prayer seems to be answered in that first 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, our first reading. 
Luke writes: Fervently and unanimously they devoted themselves to prayer, together with the 
women and with Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  
 
The prayer of Jesus comes true. The Spirit of God is already at work but the apostles and the 
disciples don't know it yet. They do not yet realize that it is something special in that Jewish culture 
if they pray together and in unison with the women. They have already received the Spirit of Jesus 
but they will have to experience a Pentecost to experience how powerful that Spirit is.  
 
It is the same in our time. We Christians are much more one than we realize. We always think that 
Christians are divided into Catholics, Orthodox, Lutherans, Calvinists, Anglicans, Mennonites, 
Baptists, Old Catholics, Pentecostal .... It has been so. Since 1908, more and more Christians 
have been praying for unity every year in January. Since the 1960s, we have been seeking 
convergence. We are learning to see the richness of the different ways of living the faith. 
 
The Spirit of God has much patience. When we humans have broken unity, the Spirit works to 
bring us together again to seek unity. The glory of God becomes visible in it. 
 
But it is not only in the unity of Christians that the glory of God becomes visible. What is already 
indicated in the Acts of the Apostles: in the care of the Churches for the sick, the poor, the elderly, 
for people in need, and so much more, we see the Spirit of Jesus at work.  
Have we not experienced a kind of Pentecost in recent months? The Holy Spirit has descended 
into the world and spread his power beyond all human boundaries. Isn't this uproar of the 
dedication of so many in caring for the covid-attached, a sign of God's Spirit? There we can 
experience how powerful that Spirit of God can work in us humans.  
 
Let us look at the reality of our world from that side as well. Then we can see that God can be 
proud of his people. We take responsibility for each other, for our world, for creation. Also in us, in 
this day and age, God shows His glory. 
 
When you lose courage in this time of crisis, when it all becomes too much, look at this reality of 
the Spirit of God. It is in suffering and misery that He becomes visible. Jesus entered our suffering 
and our death to be there with us. And many people, conscious or unconscious of Jesus Christ, 
follow Him in that. In the power of God's Spirit we commit ourselves to be with the suffering of 
people.  
Also in us the glory of God becomes visible.  
 
 


