
Homily 2nd Sunday of Lent    Toon Suffys SJ 
 
"Abram, leave your country and your family." Whoever in life has moved to another city, 
another country, knows what it means to leave all relationships behind and live as a 
stranger. One has to rebuild everything, make new contacts, get to know and accept other 
customs and morals. When you leave, you are on your own. All your trusted certainties are 
gone, life becomes uncertain.  
 
In Lent we hear this story as an encouragement to question our own certainties. And we 
don't like to do that. We don't like to be restricted, to get a smaller living space. That also 
becomes clear with the corona crisis. In the south of the Netherlands the authorities say: if 
you have a cold or a fever, stay at home. What a restriction of our freedom! "Don't go on a 
trip to Northern Italy!" Yes, but we want to go skiing! For ecology's sake, don't take the 
plane because it's very air-polluting. Yes, but we want to go on vacation to the Caribbean. 
Soon we will be allowed to drive only 100 km/hr on the highways in the Netherlands. 
Another restriction of our freedom.  We have acquired so much in our time that we do not 
tolerate any restrictions. We believe that we still have the right to ...  
 
That's why it might be a good thing in this Lent period to give up what we are entitled to, to 
see what really matters in life. Do we rely on all these acquired certainties, will that give 
our life significance and meaning?  
 
Abram trusted God. He dared any uncertainty: no home and no place he could call his 
own. But he believed that everything would be all right because God had promised him a 
good future..  
 
Same with Jesus. Jesus accepted all the limitations of human nature. He had to provide 
for himself with the work of his hands. Then He went on a journey to be counted among 
sinners and to be baptized by John. And like all men, He was exposed to temptations to 
have certainties for life: bread to eat, the honor and help of angels to get through difficult 
moments, worldly power to rule over others. But when it matters, all He wants is to be 
"Word of God," even if his life is threatened. And in all this He obeys the Law (Moses) and 
the prophets (Elijah).  
 
That is why God has glorified Him. On Mount Tabor the disciples see for a moment how 
great Jesus is, in the eyes of God: "This is my chosen Son; listen to him."  
 
The apostles don't understand. Every time after Jesus talks about his suffering and death, 
they start arguing among themselves about who is the greatest of them. All their lives they 
have fought with themselves to get that trust in God like Abram, Moses, Elijah, and Jesus. 
And with trial and error, like ordinary, sinful people, they gave their lives for the Word of 
God. 
 
Let that be a consolation to us. We too love to live comfortably. We too are enchanted to 
gain security, power, and honor. But if, in this time of Lent, we can bring ourselves one 
step closer to that trust in God, then we too will bring our world one step closer to the 
kingdom of God: we too will be more attentive to the needs of others than to our own 
needs. We too will give our time, our strength, our attention to people who need it. Let us 
rejoice that we can put our lives a little more into God's hands.  
 


