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on Genesis 2, 7-9 + 3, 1-7 and Matthew 4, 1 – 11 

How exactly God created human beings, my dear friends, we do not know. Scientists have discovered 

many developments, starting from very simple living organisems right up to the very complex human 

body. But how that human body experienced itself as a person, as an individual, as I, remains a 

mystery. All cultures have their stories, myths, legends about the origin of the selfconscious man and 

woman. They probe deep into the experience of their existence and try to tell us how they 

understand the mystery of life 

Today's first reading tells us how the genius of the Jewish people understood and explained its origin. 

They saw God as the beginning and foundation of everything. First there was God creating. And God 

fashioned man of dust from the soil. Why did they chose 'dust from the soil'? Because they knew 

that, once dead and buried, the human body becomes dust from the soil again. But this body, this 

earthen vessel, only became a human being through the breath of life, that God breathed into his 

nostrils. Of course those storytellers knew that this is just an image. But it was for them the best way 

to express, that they experienced life as the ultimate gift from God. He not only made us alive, but 

He actually shared with us his breath, his spirit, and thus man became a living being. 

Now being like God is fantastic but dangerous. It is fantastic to be able to live as part of creation and 

as co-creators at the same time.To be able to use all the possibilities hidden in creation, to make our 

world more and more a place for agreeable human living. Look what humanity has done over the 

centuries. Look how we even hope to master the threatening Corona-Virus. It sure is fantastic. But it 

is dangerous at the same time. Through all these fantastic achievements humans easily forget that 

their strength is a gift and easily forget the giver. The greater the things one can accomplish the more 

one feels challenged to do even more. And one step further: Through pride and complacency we 

reach for the apple that God had told us not to touch. "You will be like gods", the serpent suggested. 

You will no longer have any need for God. Soon enough you do not believe in God any longer and 

everyone becomes his or her own 'god', deciding what is good, what is evil, for me! Yes, I know the 

story of the forbidden fruit and of the tempting serpent is again just an image. But one depicting our 

experience of every day reality only too correctly. And suddenly our eyes are opened and we realize 

that we are naked, vulnerable, exposed. And we start to hide for one another, build walls around us 

for safety. Safety becomes our highest value. And we end up in an arms-race. There is no longer any 

'we'. There is only 'I' and no one wholeheartedly prays any longer: "Our Father". 

God breathed the same breath into Jesus when, after his baptism by John the Baptist, the heavens 

opened and the Holy Spirit of God descendid like a dove coming down on him. And a voice 

spoke:"This is my Son, the Beloved, my favour rests on him." That same Spirit led Jesus out into the 

wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Like Adam and Eve Jesus is a human being, filled with the 

breath of life, filled with God's Spirit and like Adam and Eve he is tempted. Jesus is godlike in every 

way, but he is sent as the Son of his heavenly Father. And again the devil tries to get Jesus to do his 

own will instead of the will of his Father. If the Father does not give you bread, make it yourself. You 

can do it, can't you? If the Father does not send his angels to protect you, you can count on their 

services just as well, can't you? If the Father does not give you the power over all the earth, I will give 

it to you. I, the devil, I am good in giving power. 

But the Spirit, guiding Jesus, the Spirit of his Father, is really alive in Jesus. In every temptation Jesus 

resorts to his Father. He does not live from bread alone, but from every word that comes from God. 

He will not permit God to be tested and he will worship God alone and no other. In that way the devil 



is beaten and leaves him. Adam and Eve thought they might take God's place through the knowlegde 

of good and evil. Jesus gives all honor and glory to God and surrenders completely to his Fathers Will. 

Every one of us, my dear friends, is created in God's image and likeness. In our baptism we, like Jesus, 

received God's Holy Spirit. God,our Father, breathed our spiritual life into us and He adopted us also 

as his beloved daughter and son. But that is only the beginning. Like Adam and Eve, like Jesus, we are 

running into the devil, the serpent, trying to deceive us with alternative god's, with endless 

temptations of short-term blessings: wealth, prestige, influence. He always tries to make us believe 

in our own superiority and independence. We don't need anyone to tell us what to do to live a 

pleasant and worthwhile life. Who needs a God to show us the way and to judge our doings? Of 

course we are far to well educated to prevent us from thinking of ourselves as our own real god. We 

just live as though He doesn't exsist. That is easy enough. 

But Jesus invites us to make a different choice. Do not let the devil rob you of your God. In these 

weeks before Easter we are invited to ask ourselves whether we are still trusting our life to our 

Heavenly Father? Are we living according to his commandments, doing his most Holy will? We are 

invited to once again walk with Jesus and like Jesus towards Easter. He is the only trustworthy way 

leading to a humane society on earth and to everlasting life in the Fathers House. 

Amen. 


