
7th Sunday, yr. A, St. Francis Xavier church, Lev. 19, 1-2. 17-18; Ps. 103, 1-4. 8. 10. 

12-13; 1 Cor. 3, 16-23; Mat. 5, 38-48  -  Ward Biemans SJ 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, in today's lectures there is a certain development, a gradual 

growth in faith, hope and love that we can all experience. In the first reading, in 

which God speaks to Moses, the accent is on prescriptions for one's own community, 

for instance: do not be hateful to your brother or sister; do not take revenge on a 

fellow citizen. Love your neighbour as yourself. So it is about the unity in one's own 

household as the basis for the peace and stability of the whole community. 

That's beautiful, you might say. Yes, but the Gospel goes a real step further. Here 

Jesus talks about how we can relate to people who do not act favorably to us. People 

who do us injustice, who want to take us to court, or who want to tell us things we 

have to do. People who can hit us on the right cheek, to speak with Jesus' words. 

The Old Testament call, 'an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth', was in fact meant to 

limit a reaction to aggression from an opponent, so that things would not get out of 

hand. It was a call to respond in a controlled way. But it did retaliate evil with evil. 

Jesus is telling us today that we even have to love our enemies. For example, loving 

your enemies could mean talking to them and pointing out certain rights. In a small 

way, for instance, when a neighbor is a nuisance caused by playing loud music. You 

could get angry, but that usually doesn't lead to a solution. You could also try to come 

to an agreement about the time at which rest could return.  

Even when parties really disagree, dialogue is usually better than confrontation. For 

example, when it comes to the question of what values we want to give to our 

children at school. When we see that money from abroad goes to schools in order to 

gain influence on the education at those schools, a firm conversation with such 

schools is highly necessary. However, a harsh confrontation is more likely to lead to 

hardening of their points of view than to an improvement of education at these 

schools.  

In politics one can see constant attempts to stay in conversation and to reconcile 

with certain enemies. This is clearly visible in Europe, when you consider that 80 

years ago a bloody war raged on our continent. In those days, self-defence was 

necessary. For years now, parties who were each other's enemies have been sitting 

around the table together again. This does not mean that they always agree with each 

other, but it does mean that peace and security can be sustained. 

Moreover, in today's Gospel reading Jesus calls us to pray for those who are 

persecuting us. It can help us to do so by looking at what God Himself is doing:  



He makes the sun to shine on the bad as well as upon the good; likewise He sends 

rain on the just and the unjust.   

Today's reading concludes with Jesus' call to us to be perfect, just as our Father in 

Heaven is perfect. The first reading says likewise, in other words, 'be holy, for I, the 

Lord your God, am holy'. And by means of a rhetorical question, the Apostle Paul 

indicates how we can accomplish this: ‘Do you not know that you are the temple of 

God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?’  

In his letter ‘Rejoice and be glad’ (no. 14), Pope Francis makes it clear to us that 

holiness is not only an aspiration of bishops, priests or religious. ‘We are all called’, 

he says, ‘to be holy by living our lives with love and by bearing witness in everything 

we do, wherever we find ourselves. Are you married? Be holy by loving and caring 

for your husband or wife, as Christ does for the Church. Do you work for a living? 

Be holy by labouring with integrity and skill in the service of your brothers and sisters. 

Are you a parent or grandparent? Be holy by patiently teaching the little ones how to 

follow Jesus. Are you in a position of authority? Be holy by working for the common 

good and renouncing personal gain.’  

The Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, the Helper, makes it possible for us to fulfill God's 

commandment of love and answer the call to holiness. Holiness is not only an ideal, 

it is also possible, otherwise Jesus would not have told us. The coming Lent is an 

appropriate time to reflect on what holiness means to us personally. Let us pray that 

we too, with the help of God's Spirit, will be able to realize this aspiration a little 

more every day. Amen.  

 

  



Prayers of the faithful 

 

Pr.: Brothers and sisters, Christ calls us not to turn away from the needy. So let us  

pray for the intentions of the Church and the world. 

L.: For the Church and for all the baptized: that they always live by the Spirit of God 

who dwells in them. We pray to the Lord: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: For the enemies of Christ and his Church: that they may experience the love 

shown by the Lord’s disciples and by God who makes the sun rise over the bad and 

the good. We pray to the Lord: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: For those who experience injustice or are persecuted: that God may help them 

and that they may pray for their enemies and be able to love them. We pray to the 

Lord: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: For ourselves, that we steadfastly strive for holiness and perfection to be like our 

Father in Heaven. We pray to the Lord:  

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: For the intentions of our community:  

… 

and a moment in silence for what is close to our hearts: 

… 

We pray to the Lord: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Pr.: Merciful Father, You have called us to be Your children. You pour out your gifts 

on all men. Strengthen us to be merciful to all those who love or hate us and let us 

grow to perfection. Through Christ our Lord. 

A.: Amen. 

 


