
Epiphany of the Lord, Xavier church, Isa. 60, 1-6, Ps. 72, 2. 7-8. 10-13; Eph. 3, 2-3. 

5-6; Mat. 2, 1-12  Ward Biemans SJ 

Dear brothers and sisters, already at the birth of the child Jesus, his arrival on earth 

evokes various reactions. On the one hand there are wise men from the East to 

honour the child. These wise men probably came from Persia, that large country now 

called Iran, which is all over in the news today, and where for a long time Christians 

and other minorities have been fiercely repressed. In the time of Jesus, some wise 

men in that country were engaged in the study of the stars and in dream 

interpretation. They saw a star, which they followed. In this way the birth of Jesus is 

revealed through a bright light in the sky. The three wise men of different colour to 

whom the Lord is revealed are representative for all nations. Anyone who walks in 

the light, who is willing to reflect on what is in his heart and open himself to the 

divine grace, he can find the Lord.  

On the other hand, there are people who are particularly troubled by the coming of 

the Lord, such as King Herod and the high priests and scribes of that time. They 

knew from the Old Testament, from the prophet Micah, that the Messiah had to be 

born in Bethlehem in Judah, just as King David came from Bethlehem. And when 

the time has finally come, they react with fear. They ask themselves: what does this 

message mean that a new leader of the people will be born? Indeed, it would mean 

in the end that the old leader, King Herod and his Roman rulers would have to give 

way. Herod will react with anger when the wise men have left to pay tribute to the 

Child. For many people, the message of Christianity is still a reason for fear, 

discrimination, and sometimes even aggression. We see this in many countries of 

North Africa, in the Middle East, and in the Far East. Jesus can make things move,  

He brings about change and that is not always what people want. 

In today's Gospel we hear that the three wise men have come to bring gifts to the 

Child Jesus, of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These gifts symbolize the dignity and 

the splendid vocation of the child. Gold is a gift, worthy of a true King. Already from 

the prophet Isaiah we hear how Arabic people from Midian and Sheba go to the light 

of Jerusalem and bring gifts, gold and frankincense. Incense was already used in the 

time of Moses as a sacrifice to God. It also serves to sanctify the other sacrifices. 

With incense as a gift for the Child Jesus, the wise men express with a sign that this 

is a divine child, who will give his life as a sacrifice for humanity.  

Their gesture is reinforced by the third gift, the myrrh. We know from the book of 

Exodus that myrrh was used as a fragrant herb for the preparation of oil that was 

used for anointing. With this oil the tent of meeting and the ark of the covenant were 

sanctified and the priests were anointed as well.  



Myrrh was also used to embalm the bodies of the deceased and therefore it is  

symbolic for the early death that Jesus had to endure. The three gifts thus point both 

to the royal and the divine nature of the Child Jesus, and to the suffering that would 

inevitably be part of his life.  

The three wise men from the East come to the Child Jesus to pay homage to Him. 

We too are gathered here to pay homage to Jesus through our gifts of prayer and of 

bread and wine. Jesus Christ has come for everyone. Through the Holy Spirit a 

universal message has been revealed to the apostles and prophets. The grace of God 

has been given for our benefit, writes Saint Paul. We dedicate our gifts to God as a 

sign of our gratitude to Jesus, our King of peace, who is leading our lives through his 

wisdom and righteousness, which last forever. Amen.  

  



 

Prayers of the faithful 

 

Pr.: Let us bring our prayers with confidence to God our heavenly Father: 

L.: Let us pray that we may offer God the best of ourselves, that our talents may 

shine like gold, we pray to the Lord: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: That the people may recognize in Jesus the divine Child, that our prayers to Him 

may rise as incense to the Father, so we pray: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: For the men and women in our city who are homeless, that there may be light in 

their lives, that they may meet people who look out for a good future with them, let 

us pray, 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: For our beloved departed, that our memories of them may be as gentle as myrrh, 

we pray to the Lord, 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For the intentions of this Holy Mass: 

… 

and in a moment of silence for what we keep in our hearts: 

… 

We pray to the Lord: 

A.: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Pr.: Heavenly Father, these are our prayers and intentions. You know us, You know 

what's in our hearts. We ask you to graciously hear us, through Christ our Lord. 

A.: Amen. 

 

 


