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See, this is the Lamb of God. The Son of God. These are terms we are familiar with, we often hear 
them in our celebrations, but it is good if this Sunday's readings force us to think about what we 
actually mean by those terms. In the Rijksmuseum we can admire the Lamb of God, painted in detail 
by Velasquez, brilliant as a work of art, and it reflects a possible appearance of the Lamb of God. In 
the Ghent altarpiece under that title, a fascinating spectacle has been composed in which the Lamb 
of God plays a central role. Also here in the ciborium, the canopy above the old main altar, the Lamb 
of God is a self-speaking presence amidst the angels of the heavenly court. In the art world it is a 
well-known phenomenon - more so than the title 'Son of God'. It is much more difficult to portray. 
And the interpretation of that title is, if possible, even more difficult.  
When Isaiah writes about the messiah, the figure of the ideal appearance in the midst of people, he 
writes about someone who knew contempt, suffering and illness, yes, someone who took on our 
suffering. "For our sins he was pierced" - the evils of all of us the Lord sent down upon him. He was 
like a sheep being led to slaughter, he didn't open his mouth. "For the sins of my people he was 
beaten; he sacrificed his life for their guilt."  
It is a far-reaching awareness on the part of the believer: He has loved me and surrendered himself 
for me. Anyone who can say that must have a special bond with Jesus in order to believe that the 
coming of Jesus in our human existence has taught us deep values that were our salvation. Salvation 
from imperfection, salvation from lovelessness, salvation from a meaningless and depressing 
existence.  
Key words to understand this include 'servant', a 'light for the Gentiles', 'salvation to the limits of the 
earth'. To show the measure of love that people can have for one another, Jesus goes to extremes. 
For people who get to know Him it is touching to see how He renounces honour and power and 
shows that love makes those concepts hollow and meaningless. "My servant art thou, through whom 
I will find my glory." God respects this man, who through his inner humility becomes a shining 
example to the whole world at all times.  
What great words. They leave us with the question of what we can do with them, how they apply to 
our lives. It all sounds so unworldly, so far away. A lamb of God, what is it? And how is that our 
salvation? What use is it to me to believe in it, to let the words of John be truth for me.  
The meaning of the words of Isaiah and John can only become clearer if you allow the secret of Jesus 
himself in you. The secret of Jesus, I say, because the appearance of someone who was without time, 
without space, without dimension - in the lives of limited people - remains mysterious. It forces us to 
leave our self-evidence and dare to live with the reality that our life has more dimensions than just 
the material and visible. That strange notions determine us, without us being able to comprehend 
them.  
When Jesus shows us the vital importance of service, inner simplicity and selflessness, we feel that it 
indicates a deep reality of our existence. We feel the intuition that we do not find our happiness in 
reigning, but in serving. People who understand this are dear to us. Jesus is one of them. In His 
appearance in our lives, we feel how deep truths about our lives become visible, so deep that we 
speak - albeit cautiously, yet still - of God.  
God becomes visible as the hidden source of all our faculties, our consciousness, our freedom. A 
strong energy in our heart, our soul. When we perceive Him in our reflections, our reflections on  



ourselves and mankind in the world, we feel that our life is opening up, that there is room coming 
that is the cause of great joy. Following Jesus on his path also leads to this, if we do it well and do not 
allow ourselves to be deceived by so much that makes us confused and uncertain.  
"Behind me comes a man who is before me, for He was before I am." John plays with time and 

eternity in his gospel, because the concepts he explains show exactly what he means by 'lamb of 

God' and 'son of God'. Jesus' utmost service shows the true presence of God. He goes so far as to lift 

man above himself and elevate him to a divine life that knows no more sin, no lie, no falsehood. Only 

love. Lamb of God, Son of God, God in human shape, who exalts us to great heights. 


