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Two, three nights a week I wake up from people partying under my window. They stand in the street 

laughing, talking, shouting at each other. it comes to a fight. When they wake me up at three or four 

o'clock in the morning I don't have any loving thoughts about them. Then I think: If I would go out, I 

wouldn't wake sleeping people. I feel better than them and have more respect for people than those 

partygoers.  

When I think about that, there are actually more people I don't want to count myself among. My 

solidarity with sinners is hard to find.  

When I think about it, there are actually more people I don't want to count myself in. That makes 

sense. I don't want to be one of those who don't keep their promises, who lie and cheat, who are a 

danger on the road with their car. And we can go on. But that's much closer to my own life anyway: 

I've driven recklessly at times. I have also sometimes presented the truth in a different way than it is. 

And yet I often feel better than others.  

I had to think about that when meditating on the baptism of Jesus. He who goes around and heals 

people, who pays attention to the powerlessness of so many people, He stands in the line of people 

who want to repent from their sin. He wants to be seen and called in one breath with tax collectors 

and sinners.  He considers Himself no better than the people to whom He comes to bring the good 

news.  

And the gospel says: The Holy Spirit came upon Him and rested upon Him. The Spirit who continues 

the work of creation, the Spirit who summons up the good in every man, who animates every man 

with God's love, that Spirit comes to rest on Jesus. In Jesus the work of God is completed, the Spirit 

of God can rest. 

And so it is, in fact, still going on. The Spirit of God rests on all those people who continue the work of 

Jesus.  

We can see that in great people, in saints. I think of a Father Damien: he stands up for the lepers with 

whom he dies. He takes away the sin of exclusion. There the Spirit of God can rest. I think of a 

Mother Teresa: she takes away the sin of contempt. The Spirit of God can rest with the dying of 

Calcutta. Francis of Assisi took away the sin of being bound by money and possessions. The Spirit of 

God could rest again.  

I am also thinking today of a Pope Francis who takes away the sin of attaching too much importance 

to rules and laws and not allowing one' s heart to speak.  

In this sense we can ask ourselves whether the Spirit of God comes to rest in our own lives. Where do 

we stand as equal between men and take away the contradictions and promote life?  

When we take a close look at our own lives, there must also be times when we follow Jesus. Maybe 

we feel that we are not succeeding in this. Are we not then failing the Spirit of God? 

We too set people free from loneliness, from guilt, from expulsion. How often do parents save their 

children from self-condemnation: I am worth nothing? How often do we get people out of their 

loneliness? 

Let's look at our lives this week and see to what extent we, like Jesus, show solidarity with people 

who are struggling. When do we become human with people and give each other access to the love 

of God? 


