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Dear brothers and sisters, a shoot springs from the stock of Jesse. Isaiah speaks in a beautiful, visual language 

about the coming of the Messiah. The stock of Jesse, this is about the father of King David, who is named 

Jesse. The royal house of David is threatened by a great power, the invasion of the Assyrians, who are 

advancing from the north to Jerusalem. We are talking about the eighth century before Christ, the time in 

which Isaiah lived. Despite the fact that the royal house of Judah will come to an end, a scion thrusts from 

its roots. This descendant will be a king who will bring justice and peace. Of course it can fill us with 

emotion, those images of an infant playing at the nest of a cobra, or the cow and the bear who make friends. 

But this is not just a romantic vision. This king who is to come, will also make a verdict with equity and his 

sentences bring death to the wicked. And all this so that the whole earth will be filled with the love of God.  

Someone who in our time tried to put into practice a vision of justice and peace was the Italian Jesuit Paolo 

dall'Oglio. He started the Mar Musa monastery in Syria. Later, monasteries followed in Iraq and Italy. The 

dream of these brothers and sisters is that Christians and Muslims can live together in peace in the same 

region. This community has suffered a lot from violence by members of ISIS, but they have continued their 

mission. Such a vision of justice and peace on earth can give many people hope that living and working 

together is possible, also in the Middle East. In the case of Mar Musa, one of the fruits is education for 

children and young people. The monastery also offers a place for dialogue and hospitality for many pilgrims, 

both Muslims and Christians. This year in Utrecht I met a German monk who joined this community and 

who testified of many difficulties, but also of hope for a better future.  

In today’s Gospel we hear about another visionary: St. John the Baptist. Like the inhabitants of Mar Musa, 

he lived in the desert. His words are as powerful and at the same time as gentle as the words of Isaiah. John 

speaks of the Kingdom of Heaven which is close at hand and he baptizes people in the Jordan river. But in 

order to receive baptism in a sincere way, people need repentance. We too need repentance, which makes 

us open to the working of the Spirit of wisdom, of knowledge and of fear of the Lord, of whom Isaiah also 

spoke.  

Now in St. John's time there were people, like the Pharisees and Sadducees, who felt that because of their 

descendance they did not need to repent. If we believe that we do not need to make a conversion from our 

shortcomings and sins, then we close ourselves off from God's Spirit. Sometimes this can be very subtle.  

For example, if we feel better than others, or if we judge others on the basis of what they have done in the 

past. When we don’t have an openness to forgive, we may isolate ourselves.  

Dear brothers and sisters, the time of Advent is an appropriate time to reflect on how our efforts to live a 

truly Christian life bear fruit, fruit that bring peace and justice. Peace, for example by trying to reconcile 

ourselves with someone with whom we have had a conflict. Or fruits of justice, for example by contributing 

to the Advent collection for the Food Bank in Amsterdam.   

We contribute to unity among ourselves by participating in and praying with the liturgy of the church 

community, by which we lift up our hearts to praise God. For it is as St. Paul writes to the Romans: by 

praising God’s name with psalms and by letting ourselves be consoled and strengthened by the words of 

Holy Scripture, we can live in hope and we do not need to be discouraged by all the negativity and 

indifference around us. Isaiah’s vision, St. John the Baptist’s prophecy, or Father Dall'Oglio’s vision are 

signs of hope for a better world, and for the imminent coming of Him whose birth we remember at 

Christmas, Jesus Christ. We expect His return, He who is seated on the throne and who shall govern the 

nations with righteousness. Amen.  


