
Homily 1 December 2019 1 Advent Sunday 
 
This week we were talking about today's gospel. I asked if I should preach about the end 
of time, about disasters and wars or about the presence of God. Someone reacted very 
strongly: "You are not going to preach about the end of the world, I hope. We have a feast 
on Sunday."  
 
Yet the gospel is about terrible things that happen in our world. "As it was in the days of 
Noah...". This does not bring back pleasant memories: the Bible says that all mankind was 
punished and exterminated because of sin. And in the days before the flood, people were 
busy with the ordinary things of daily life: eating and drinking, taking care of family and 
relatives ... They were not concerned with conversion or waiting for God. So they were 
surprised. 
 
That is why Jesus wants to warn us: we should not be afraid of frightening events at the 
end of time. When we look at our world, when we follow the news media, we see every 
day those things happen that frighten us. There is violence and war everywhere: 
governments shoot at protesting subjects, drug gangs throw grenades and shoot innocent 
people, the rainforest is cut down for the profit of large international companies. And in 
every family there are worries and conflicts: divorce, illness, unemployment or an 
unfortunate job. The terrifying is present in our world.  
 
Jesus warns: Do not let this distract you, be vigilant because the Lord comes when you 
are not expecting Him.  
Waiting for the Lord is an active waiting, it is preparing the coming of the Lord. Just as 
children prepare the arrival of St. Nicholas by being even nicer and more polite than usual, 
by making their wishes known, by putting up their shoe ... In the same way we, believers, 
should also be busy preparing the coming of the Lord.  
 
On Sunday we celebrate the fact that people are preparing for the coming of God.  
Tomorrow there is a party in the Krijtberg for volunteers and collaborators. They are not 
only concerned about their own lives and safety.  They also put themselves at the service 
of the many people who come here in the Krijtberg in search of God. There are the church 
guards who keep the church building open and allow people to visit this beautiful building 
and experience something of our God who comes to us. There is a small group that visits 
the sick, the elderly and the lonely. There are acolytes and lectors who consciously bring 
God near in the liturgy. There is the cleaning team with attention for order and cleanliness 
in God's house. There are the people at the reception who want to help everyone who 
comes by. We also have the singers who teach us to pray twice in the liturgy.  
 
And if I have forgotten people, God will be even more merciful to them. For they are 
vigilant and also prepare for the coming of the Lord for others. They do not allow 
themselves to be frightened by the chaos and threat of our time. They believe that God 
comes to people in that little service they provide.  
 
Let us take an example from them: let us, too, make an effort to perform these little acts of 
goodness for the people around us. To show some of God's love to our fellow human 
beings in the face of the hustle and bustle and threat of our time. No matter how small, it is 
a preparation for the coming of God at Christmas.  
 


