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Only three more days, my dear people, and it wil be Christmas. The preparations are in full swing. If 

you cross the Koningsplein and enter the Heilige Weg, just around the corner, you cannot miss the 

slogan overhead: "Shop Non Stop". That certainly is one way of preparing for Christmas. We all do 

our bit of shopping to see that nothing is missing to make our Christmas a happy one. 

Only three more days, my dear people, and it will be Christmas. What is it we are going to celebrate? 

What is it we are preparing for? We are celebrating the fact that our days are no longer getting 

shorter. The darkness is not going to get any deeper. The light will not be conquered. From now on 

days will lengthen again. We are celebrating the light, renewed light, life giving light. 

For us, christians, the real light that came into our world is Jesus Christ, son of David, Son of God. We 

do not know the exact date of his birth, but we celebrate the anniversary of his birth on the day of 

the conquering light. By chosing this date as the birthday of Christ we profess our faith, our 

conviction, that his coming into our world will ultimately defeat the darkness that holds the nations 

and human kind in its grip. We celebrate our hope and conviction that God's goodness will get the 

upper hand over sin and over evil. 

Only three more days, my dear people, and it will be Christmas again. We have celebrated it so many 

times already, 40, 50, 60 times or more. But looking around in our world we find chaos, quarrels, and 

violence. We feel the threat building up of a changing climate and we might ask ourselves: What has 

God's incarnation brought us? 2000 years later peace and justice are not the overall state of affaires 

in our world. The prophet of ancient times saw a future where our swords would be made into 

ploughshares. But nations today are voting to update their nuclear striking power. The prophet saw 

the wolf living with the lamb. But it did not yet happen. On the contrary: Instead of becoming more 

united we seem to be drifting apart from one another. It seems to become quite clear that we are 

not going to see God coming down to put the mess we made of his creation right again with his 

divine power. That is not what He has promised. That is obviously not his way of saving the world. 

Only three more days, my dear friends, and we will celebrate Christmas. We are going to celebrate 

what God hás done to save our world. God did more than anyone could have expected. He gave us 

his Son to become one of us, to live our life as God had hoped that we would live our life. He showed 

us the way of peace and justice, and he created God's kingdom wherever He met with people, cured 

their ills and fulfilled their deepest desires. That is what God did. And He gave us his promise that He 

would stay with us always until our final day. 

God has done all He could. God has done all He will ever do. It is important to understand this, for 

now it is our turn to make the prophet's vision happen. If we follow in the footsteps of Jesus. If we 

start to live like Jesus, become more like Jesus, think more as He did and act as He would do, then we 

are moving in the right direction. 

Only three more days, my dear friends, and we will once again celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, 

celebrate God's coming into our world. Not as a miraculous happening of 2000 years ago, but as a 

reality that can happen today if we let it happen. And we pray that Jesus may be born in our heart 

and in the heart of every man, so that we can make Christmas happen for each other. 

How would Jesus make Christmas happen today? He would not worry about the millions of lights 

with which the world tries to shy the dark away. No, He would go and find those who are in the dark, 

to bring them the light of his love. And every time you or we forget about the glitter and superficial 



happiness of these days, and turn our attention towards someone alone or unhappy, than Christmas 

is coming. I do not know whether you still write cards or mails, but a few words with real warmth and 

feeling can make Christmas happen. 

Perhaps this can be a moment when a quarrel can be ended and forgiveness granted, when 

forgotten promises might be redeemed. The superficial Christmas, the result of "Shop Non Stop" will 

come and go. But we can make Christmas happen at a deeper level. We can, with our love, let God 

enter into our world and into our life again, and make the coming Christmas not only happy, but 

indeed Blessed. 

Amen. 


