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The deathbed of our loved ones is often confrontational. It can have something very beautiful. There 
can be feelings of intense gratitude and love. At the same time there can be deep pain and sorrow. 
Because of the farewell that is very near. Also because of what went wrong, remained unfinished or 
unsaid. In those last moments all this can come together. It can be both intense and confusing. It is 
often an experience of truth. 
 
Something similar can be heard in this Sunday's texts. Especially in the Gospel reading from Luke. We 
hear all kinds of disaster reports about devastation, war, plague, betrayal, famine etc. But just as well 
we hear very encouraging and caring words. 
 
Those terrifying images are a well-known literary genre in the Bible. They are dramatic and 
deliberately confrontational representations that are used to announce the end of time, also known 
as the apocalypse. They want to wake us up.  After all, the end of time is the moment when the truth 
comes to light. The complete truth. Also what is hidden and less beautiful. Everything! How should 
we understand this?  
 
We Christians sometimes forget that the end of time, from a religious perspective, is not in a distant 
future. Not even in the near future. The end of time is now. In the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus, God has revealed himself completely. The final confrontation with the one who says about 
himself I am the way, the truth and life takes place today. The apocalypse is now.  
 
We can notice and feel that. In the first place in our own life and in our soul. If you look Jesus in the 
eyes, you will see an endless love, mercy and tenderness. In Jesus we discover again and again how 
God gives us his life. To each of us in particular. But that is not where the story ends. Looking Jesus in 
the eye also leads to a question: what do I do with all the grace that is given to me?  
More specifically, how do I deal with my neighbor, with my neighbor in need? With the refugees, 
with people whose right to life is denied at the very beginning or at the end? How do I deal with 
nature? How much do I do so that this beautiful creation that has been entrusted to us can be passed 
on to our children and grandchildren? And so on.  
 
Through his abundant use of these terrifying apocalyptic images, Jesus tells us that this confrontation 
can be fierce. We need to be reminded over and over again of the seriousness of our mission. 
However, the most important part of this teaching of Jesus is at the end. Jesus says there: I will give 
you a language and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to resist or contradict. And 
also, not a hair of your head will be lost. By being steadfast you will win your life. The responsibility 
that God places on our shoulders is great. But even greater is the power and inspiration that His 
provident love offers us day in and day out. 
 
The ultimate truth that Jesus reveals to us is one of endless love and life. Jesus is Good Tiding and 
does everything so that this Good Tiding may become and remain more and more Good Tiding. But 
without our real cooperation, God is powerless. The ball is in our court. 
 
 
 


