
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  Ben Frie SJ 

In our city there is a lay movement active under the name Sant' Egidio. When you deal with them, 

your perception of the city chang-es, especially of those who are in need. We hardly have any aware-

ness of those in distress in the city centre anymore. Here in the vicini-ty of the Krijtberg you hardly 

encounter them anymore. There was a time that they were there, but gradually the inner city had to 

be 'cleaned up' and the poor had to make way for the neat appearance of the ring of canals.  

But if you walk with the staff of Sant' Egidio, you suddenly see them everywhere. They are still there, 

the real needy, neglected, nasty to meet. But Sant' Egidio goes to them, talks to them and even 

makes friends with the poor. They do this from their church, the Moses and Aaron, where they have 

a prayer meeting on Tuesday and Thursday, which is immediately followed by a tour of the poor, 

with soup, with an uplifting word or an invitation to visit the homeless restaurant. 

More than once we are told: the gap between rich and poor is widen-ing. This demands a 

responsibility from the rich: how can you live with the fact that you are well off, and perhaps very 

well off, while in your field of vision there are always people who are not half as well off as you are? 

Don't you feel compassion, no compassion for the poor an-ymore? Isn't it touching you that there is 

need, great need all over the world, and that you don't care about it? Are you so conscience-less 

then? 

Many great figures in history have never made a secret of this ine-quality. The Old Testament 

prophets mentioned it - Amos is not the only one - and unfortunately their words run through the 

whole of history: we hear Jesus say that we will always have the poor with us. We won't be able to 

lift the inequality either, but we can look at our own lifestyle and see how it relates to the poor. 

We are talking about refugees of our time, economically or politically, about the victims of natural 

disasters who are robbed of their homes, about people who are burdened with debts and who are 

dependent on government aid. You know them all from the news. Maybe you're worried about your 

pension, and maybe you're in need yourself. 

An answer we can give as a community of Christians: to remain aware of this inequality, and to make 

more conscious use of what is availa-ble for us. Sobriety is a good thing: should everything be 

available to me as soon as it comes to mind, or can I live in greater simplicity and therefore be more 

connected with those who have nothing? 

To give up the great comfort - that is not easy in a welfare state. Time and again, it asks for a 

discernment: what am I doing well, are my considerations pure? Do I share the worries of the world, 

even though I can't take them on my back like a classic Atlas figure? But I do not stand on my own, I 

am part of that great whole and I am partly responsible for it. It's a matter of conscience, or it has to 

be a matter of conscience. Collectively. 

When the rich person in the story of Lazarus tries to stand up for his rich relatives who need to be 

warned against their behaviour, Abra-ham tells the rich person: so much has already been warned. 

Among the most important warners are Moses and the prophets, like the farmer Amos. But what do 

you do with greed? You can't just chase it away. It is very persistent. 

This is the powerlessness with which we turn to our last salvation: God. God has always been the 

lifebelt for the needy, see the Psalms and so many Old Testament cries of distress. The most 

important phrase in our gospel today is: if they don't listen to Moses and the prophets, they won't be 

persuaded when someone rises from the dead. And that is exactly what Jesus did. We must remain 

concerned about what that means. 


