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The last sentence of our gospelreading, my dear friends, keeps sounding in my ears. "When you have 

done all you have been told to do, say, 'We are merely servants; we have done no more than our 

duty." I looked it up in the Greek text, and 'merely servants' is a kind translation from the Greek 

original which says 'useless slaves'. That sounds terrible; certainly when we hear Jesus saying these 

harsh words. Why does he do that? What is the job that we have been ordered to do? 

The first command God gave to mankind, when he created them male and female in his own image, 

was: "Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and conquer it!" It seems that we have been pretty good in 

achieving what we have been ordered to do. The human species has been very fruitful and with our 

intellectual ability we found scientific answers to nearly all the mysteries of nature. 

But when the time had come God took on our human nature in Jesus, his Son. And after showing us 

what it means to be human Jesus gave us this other commandment: "Go therefore, make disciples of 

all the nations, baptize them in de name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach 

them to observe all the commands I gave you." We only know too well which command Jesus gave 

us at the last supper with his disciples. 'This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved 

you. 

Looking at the world around us, reading our newspapers or watching the daily news on Television we 

probably feel very much less successful in complying to this second commandment. We experience 

again and again how difficult it is to live in peace with one another. Just this last week we witnessed 

what a challenge this can be. Our farmers, coming to The Hague in force, flexing their muscels, 

because they will not be made to pay the price of the climate-agreement. Yet we still have to reduce 

our nitrogen emission. 

The Peoples Republic of China celebrated its 70th birthday with an impressive military parade, flexing 

their muscels. That made it clear to all the world that it will not tolerate any interference with their 

interests. Yet, we will have to find ways and means to respect each others interests but let weapons 

remain silent. 

We still witness the clashes of interests within our European Union. More divisions, more divisive 

powers at work, splitting us up instead of strengthening our unity. What about that command to love 

one another? Should we not feel like useless slaves in this endeavour? 

Yet we have not been idle. This month, the month our Pope Francis declared to be the "Extraordinary 

month of our Mission", we remember all those fantastically brave men and women, who have left 

their homeland and their families, to bring the Good News of the gospel to all the corners of the 

earth. Many payed their bravery and dedication with their life. But they all contributed to a better, 

more human and peaceful world. And we remember all the people who gave their intellectual talents 

to improve the lives of many. We remember the peacemakers and all the men and women who 

contributed with their specific talents to the common good. It is fantastic what has been achieved. 

And yet,we do not seem to be getting there. That kingdom of God, will it ever happen? 

The prophet Habakkuk in our first reading, seems to be near dispair. "How long, Lord, am I to cry for 

help?.... Why do you set injustice before me? Why do you look on where there is tyranny? Outrage 

and violence, this is all I see. All is contention and discourse flourishes." Habakkuk is expressing what 

many of us feel.. This commandment is more than we can accomplish. We can try, and we do. And 



we try again and again. But that Kingdom of God seems to be out of our reach. Every week we gather 

and ask for your help, Lord. We acknowledge our insufficiency, our selfishness and shortsightedness. 

We gather around your table, around your cross, and we pray for help, for your presence in our lives, 

our world. We pray for peace which we find so hard to achieve. We pray for forgiveness and know 

that we are unable to bring about the kingdom of God. That is God's work. We are mere servants, 

doing our best. 

 

And the Lord answered Habakkuk. What the prophet hears is: "This vision of the Kingdom of Heaven 

is for its own time only; it is eager for its fulfilment; it does not deceive; if it comes slowly: wait, for 

come it will, without fail". We will have to wait and trust our Lord. We will have to accept the 

teaching of the apostel Paul who writes to Timothy, his trusted pupil: "You are never to be ashamed 

of witnessing to the Lord, or of me for being his prisoner; but bear with me the hardships for the sake 

of the Good News, relying on the power of God." 

Today in Rome the synod of bishops of the Amazon-region starts, lasting three weeks. The pope and 

the bishops are again trying to respond to the Lord's command to work for the wellbeing of God's 

people and to spread the gospel and gospelvalues where that is most needed. We can do our bit, by 

joining the bishops in prayer. By showing an interest into what is being said and done. We will 

obviously feel quite useless and powerless, until we start to trust, and rely on the power of God. We 

are called to do our best wherever we are positioned in life. Do what is in our power to contribute to 

peace and justice, to the coming of God's kingdom. But at the same time knowing that the kingdom 

is God's work and it will come in His time, Amen. 


