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Dear brothers and sisters, Jesus’ parable we just heard, is about a Pharisee and a tax 

collector. But in our time, we can actually fill in every Christian, in both roles in the 

story. Last week we were told in the Gospel that we should continue to pray and not 

give up. This week we could ask ourselves: With what kind of intention and attitude 

are we coming to church? What or who are we looking for?  

We hear that the Pharisee spends no less than ten percent of his income as a sacrifice 

to the temple. And he is fasting twice a week. That's great, but still he does not go 

home justified, Jesus tells his audience. What is going on? The Pharisee did not ask 

anything to God when he was in the temple; he is content just the way he is. He does 

not listen to God either; he is the one who is speaking and he sums up all his good 

deeds.  

By the way, St. Paul more or less did the same, as we heard in the second reading. 

He has fought the good fight, he has finished the race, he has kept the faith. But he 

also says something else: The Lord stood by him and gave him strength. That's why 

he could be so very effective in spreading the Good News. That's the difference with 

the Pharisee: he doesn't seem to need God, he'll manage himself. Moreover, he 

speaks with contempt about others, even while he is praying.  

The big difference between the Pharisee and the tax collector is that the latter is a 

humble, modest man: he does not even want to raise his eyes to heaven. Moreover, 

he has a contrite heart and he accuses himself of being a sinner in need of the Lord's 

grace. He goes home justified. Justified, that is to say that he received from the Lord 

what was due to him. The Lord knows no favourites, we heard in the first reading 

from Jesus Sirach. The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds, until the Most High 

judges justly. We too can trust in Him when we turn to the Lord in all humility.  

It is important that we realize that our prayer must at all times be based on God's 

word and be accompanied by acts of goodness. We can be thankful for the people 

who are doing or have done many good works in their lives. I am thinking, for 

example, of Saint John Paul II, whom we commemorated last week and who has 

done so much for the church, not only in Eastern Europe but everywhere. Yes, all 

the saints are a source of inspiration for us. We are going to commemorate them 

coming Friday in one celebration, on All Saints' Day.  

But when it comes to being thankful for people who do good, we may also think of 

‘the saints from around the corner’, to use an expression of Pope Francis. We may 

know someone in our own surroundings who manages to do the things with love, 

and who keeps a fundamental trust in the Lord.  



For example, I know a Jesuit priest who continued to teach until the age of 91 and  

he did so with wisdom and friendliness, a real source of inspiration for his students. 

But when we think about inspiring people, they do not necessarily have to be 

influential people. God is not partisan. Yes, He does see if we use our talents well. 

And He looks at our inner self. So how do we engage with Him in our prayer and 

how do we deal with each other? Do we look at our neighbour in a judgmental way? 

Do we keep an eye out for our fellow human beings who are in danger of falling of 

the wagon?  

Jesus keeps an eye on everyone. Let us also develop such an attitude to life, and keep 

in mind, that we need Him to look at each other and at ourselves with gentleness. 

Amen.  

 

  



Prayers of the faithful 

 

Pr.: We pray to God, who is full of love to those who call upon Him. 

R.: For the shepherds of the Church: that in a world full of contradictions, they 

proclaim the Good News with vigour and without distinction and that they 

faithfully preserve their faith. We pray to the Lord, 

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

R.: For all those who bear responsibility, who are called upon to stand up for the 

common good: that they commit themselves to the dignity of every human being. 

We pray to the Lord, 

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

R.: For all those who feel less fortunate, who are weighed down by guilt, fear or 

depression, that they may receive what is necessary to overcome difficulties and to 

live with confidence in the morrow. We pray to the Lord, 

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

R.: For the intentions of our community: ... 

and a moment in silence for what we have in our hearts. 

… 

We pray to the Lord, 

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Pr.: Merciful God, your loving grace goes out to us all the time. Hear the prayers 

spoken here or resounding in the silence of our hearts. We ask this through Christ 

our Lord. 

A.: Amen.  

 


