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Dear brothers and sisters, in the Gospel, Jesus speaks about hospitality and how you 

can best behave at a feast. One good example of a Christian celebration and 

hospitality on a large scale in our times are the World Youth Days. These are days of 

prayer and of celebrating together with hundreds of thousands of young people and 

their adult companions, with serious catechesis, with plenty of opportunity for 

confession and in the joy of the presence of the Pope, as the visible head of the 

worldwide Church community. During such a happening, something of the heavenly 

Jerusalem and the thousands of angels can light up, as described in the letter to the 

Hebrews. And yet, it is also celebrating in all humility, joining the back of the queue 

for some food and rolling out your sleeping bag in a school building, at a guest family  

or, on the final day in the open air. But then in the presence of the Vicar of Christ 

on earth. 

Or let's have a look at another, more intimate Christian feast, baptism. You may not 

be aware of it, but every year some 30 to 40 children and adults are baptized here in 

this church. The admission into the church community does not take place with a 

lot of noise, or, as the letter to the Hebrews describes,  with thunder, storm, trumpets 

and fire, as the way God revealed Himself at the time of the ancestors. No, baptism 

takes place in all simplicity, with some prayers and a little holy water. This humble 

ritual fits well with Christianity, while it still lays the foundation for the rest of one’s 

life. Baptism opens the possibility for forgiveness and reconciliation which can 

always be found in Him.  

Yes, modesty suits us as Christians. We are aware of the power of the Lord, in 

comparison to which we only play a tiny role. And, if we have taken the lowest place,  

we can trust that our dear Lord, the heavenly Host who invites us, will give us a place 

higher up in due course.  

How different, brothers and sisters, things are at secular feasts. One festival after 

another is organised in this country. Although some of these festivals are musically 

on a high level, unfortunately there are also too many gatherings which apparently 

achieve their entertainment through large amounts of alcohol, laughing gas and other 

drugs. They say it gives a lot of fun at the short term. But when it's over, no enduring 

change has taken place, but everything stays the way it was. Yes, except for the 

performers, deejays, musicians and producers, who are under a constant pressure to 

make things even greater the next time. How difficult it is then to remain humble. 

And all too often fame and success lead to arrogance or abuse of power.  



Unlike the secular feasts, the Christian feast is not just over and done with. After all 

the splendour, it does not dissolve into nothingness.  

Within Christianity, there is - if all goes well - a gradual initiation and a growing 

familiarity with the Lord, which goes on all the time. From Baptism, we continue 

with First Communion and Confirmation, and later on, for example, with Marriage, 

Religious Life, or Priesthood. All of this is supposed to be a continuous line of an 

increasingly deepening relationship with God, celebrated at various high points. 

However, sometimes we notice that in our spiritual life there is not really a 

continuous, increasingly deepening relationship with God. Then it may be good to 

consciously seek silence, for example by doing a retreat, in order to find God again. 

And finally, even at low points in our lives, such as illness or death, the Church does 

not leave us alone, but provides the sacrament of the anointing of the sick or a 

Christian funeral.  

In addition to the constant development of Christian life, there is another dimension 

to Christian celebrations, again, if all goes well. A good feast is only possible if we 

also think of those who have  less than we do. The word ‘modesty’ is in the original 

version of the Wisdom of Jesus Sirach in Hebrew referred to as 'anawah'. This word 

is closely related, both linguistically and in terms of meaning, to the care of the the 

people in need, the 'anawim'. It’s almost the same word. Jesus of Nazareth says it this 

way: 'When you give a guest meal, invite the poor, the lame, the crippled and the 

blind. Happy you will be because they cannot repay you. That fits in with humility, 

that one does not expect an invitation in return, but that you leave open the 

possibility for the unexpected, for surprise. In this way, Jesus Sirach says, you will 

find grace with God. Amen. 

 


