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Three lectures, OT, letters and gospel. Sometimes we do not understand the connection. This 

weekend I find the connection clear: believing is done in community.  

First reading: people who find their faith back after years of alienation. I can imagine the joy of 

people who have been persecuted because of their faith and then suddenly have the freedom to live 

their faith again. See here in NL: when the ban on Catholic churches was lifted, Catholics have built 

many large churches as a sign of their existence. Several of them have already disappeared. But here 

in this church you can still see the abundance of what they wanted to express with their faith.  

I am thinking of the people in the Eastern Bloc: the Soviet Union and its vassal states. After the fall of 

the Wall, they rediscovered their faith. They were allowed to have a prayer book and a bible in their 

house again, they were allowed to live their faith in public again. What a joy that must have been.  

For us it is different: we have become used to our faith and to the community in which we live our 

faith. We are often already in the continuation of today's gospel: the people in Nazareth do not want 

to believe Jesus. But that is for next week.  

Now we may reflect for a moment on that "believing together". Saint Paul says that we are all one 

body: the body of Jesus Christ. He wants to make it clear that we cannot move forward without each 

other. What happens if the eye no longer wants to cooperate, or if the ear does not want to pass on 

what it receives? Then the rest does not benefit much from faith either. Saint Paul reminds us of our 

responsibility for each other's faith. He invites us to support each other in being a Christian together. 

Nadine, a 16 year old girl who grew up in a difficult family situation, testified in a reflection group 

about the importance of her faith. She told how she had the support of the other young people she 

met in their reflection group. And when I start to doubt," she said, "I know that others continue to 

believe. That is a support for me. They will carry me back to believing in my disbelief!  

Jesus in Nazareth enjoys being back in the community where He received faith. Is it for this reason 

that He reads this text from Isaiah: "The Spirit of the Lord rests upon me, for He anointed me". The 

community of Nazareth anointed Jesus, preparing him for his mission. The lecture seems like a 

"thank you" from Jesus to his fellow villagers.  

Do we ever think about the grace we receive from the community of faith? Have I already reflected 

on the support that the people with whom I pray, sing, stand, kneel or sit in the church give my faith? 

We can no longer believe without each other. When I think about it, I realize that I need others to 

feed my faith.  

Let us enjoy being together in prayer and singing, enjoying the silence and the listening together to 

God's Word. When we celebrate consciously and clearly with the community, we give something in 

return for what we have received. By participating fully in the Eucharist we not only feed ourselves, 

but also the faith of our fellow human beings.  

I wish you a joyful Eucharist. 


