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From the beginning of his gospel, Luke leaves no doubt about it: Jesus is confrontational and forces a 

choice: do you recognize Him in His divine quality - or not. From the story of the prophet Jeremiah's 

vo-cation we hear him being called weather he wants it or not: Jeremiah has no choice. Paul adds 

one more thing: all these prophet stories are worth nothing if love is not their supporting power. This 

weekend's texts are complicated and confusing: you have to read and reread them well, try to grasp 

what is actually being said. They then become even more confrontational than they appear at first 

sight and thus more representative of Jesus' performance. 

Jeremiah. Prophet against all odds and ends. He knows himself being called but he refuses: I cannot 

talk, I am far too young. The answer of the Lord calling him: girdle your loins, no whining. Do what I 

com-mand you to do. Do not be frightened by your possible opponents, people or groups who 

ridicule you or do not believe in your mission. I will enforce you, not just a little. That is the profile of 

the strong prophet: to say out loud what people do not want to know, but what is the truth. 

Whistleblowers, journalists, crown witnesses, etc. 

Luke presents Jesus as a typical descendant of the generation of prophets: he speaks the truth, but a 

truth that is not accepted by the listening audience. Says Jeremiah: I can't talk, in Nazareth is the ex-

cuse not to have to listen to what He says: that's just the son of Jo-seph, the carpenter around the 

corner here, isn't it? He's no better than us, isn't he? What pretensions does He have? Who does He 

think He is? 

Luke does not show Jesus as someone who is afraid or creeping into his shell. No, Jesus is still 

pushing the matter to the limit: I can give you more examples of times when not one's own people, 

not the chosen Jewish people, were preferred. There was famine, but it was a foreign widow who 

received help. There was illness, but it was an immigrant who was cured. This is an example of what 

you are worth: you do not recognise the true prophet, even if he comes from your own circle, you 

say: away with this man, he is too confronting for us.  

 

Nazareth is not situated on a mountain, but Lucas has taken the liber-ty to let the decisive scene in 

this conflict take place on a mountain. The more dramatic the threat: He is dragged along to a life-

threatening point, and then that immortal sentence: He went through between them and left. Here 

Jesus radiates an enormous authority that makes a deep impression on the reader. And that is what 

Luke was trying to reach. 

It is the short content of what the life of Jesus will show: standing up for truth, justice, honesty and 

most of all: standing up for selfless love. Someone came into the rectory to orientate himself on the 

Christian faith, and I said: what do you desire? 'Sacrificing myself for the good of the other', was the 

prompt answer. I said: this is exactly what we are proclaiming, you are at the right address. Stand up 

for selfless love, sacrifice yourself until your last breath. 

Apparently the rejection is part of it. It will repeat itself many times: Jesus performs an act of 

extreme love, and then disapproval follows, rejection, contempt. If He has to account for what He 

does, and if He appeals to the Father, with whom He identifies Himself, without any words being 

rhetoric, blasphemy is the most serious insult that can follow Jesus' behaviour. Crucifixion is the 

ultimate rejection, the most grievous treatment of this innocent man. 



What is the result of this prophetic behaviour, which the Lord Himself has predestined in the womb? 

So much investment in a human life, so much unbridled effort, and then finally the cross. The cross 

was the ultimate failure, so it says the human measure. The cruellest pos-sible settlement and proof 

of bankruptcy. A lost life. 

It takes a whole life to comprehend the secret of what happened through the prophet Jesus of 

Nazareth. A breakthrough in the human measure of love. 'Sacrifice myself for the good of the other', 

forgive the other whom I hate, and then love the person on top of that. So many profound emotions, 

so deeply felt: yes, here God re-veals Himself in human form. The Son of God, a messianic title. Liber-

ation. Joy. Happiness. Love. Even the prophetic gifts are volatile, but the love of Jesus - beats 

everything. 


