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Dear brothers and sisters, today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family. This is 
not only a feast in honor of Joseph, Mary and Jesus, but also a celebration in which 
the family in general is central. 

Today’s readings fit very well with this feast. The first reading is taken from the 
book of (Ecclesiastes or) Sirach, a writer who probably was active in the second 
century BC, in Jerusalem. He taught general human wisdom, which is still precious 
for us. In today’s passage, he speaks of the respect children ought to have for their 
parents, a respect which is based on a healthy fear of the Lord. A healthy fear of 
the Lord does not mean to be afraid of God, but it requires a recognition of who 
He really is: the Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. Such an awareness can 
no longer be taken for granted in today’s upbringing in families. And unfortunately, 
it is no longer taught at many schools either, at least not here in the Netherlands. 
And it must be said: also in the Church, good, continuing catechesis is rather 
exceptional nowadays. In today’s education, a great emphasis is laid on the 
autonomy of children. And of course it is wonderful when children can develop in 
all kinds of ways, with hobbies, games, sports, social media etcetera, but sometimes 
with all this it is forgotten what is really in the children's long-term interest. The 
emphasis is laid on results and performance and less so on the possibility that 
children might also fail or lose sometimes. They may have to deal with 
disappointments. And if that happens, the question is to what basic trust the 
children can fall back on. Apart from  trust in yourself, it can also be very good for 
them to grow in trust in the Lord. Parents and also grandparents, can be a great 
help for children to build up this trust. Therefore Jesus Sirach teaches that respect 
for the parents is necessary, because parents are able to oversee the general patterns 
of life, better than children can, simply because parents are more experienced. 

We heard in the Gospel that Jesus at the age of twelve goes to the temple, all by 
himself, to listen to the teachers and to talk with them. His parents could not 
understand why He would do this and sought Him with anxiety. 

Such experiences are universal for all parents and educators. You do not know 
what your child is going to do, which way it will go, and what significance for 
others he or she will have in later years. This is what makes parenthood to 
something very special. As parents, you are responsible for your children, but 
without knowing how this will turn out later. Parenthood has to do with formation, 
but also with letting go.  



For this reason it is of vital importance to teach to children how they can trust in 
God in their lives. The sacraments of Baptism, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation are resources that contribute to this fundamental trust. Above that, it 
is especially important for children to learn how to pray, so that they learn to realize 
that God loves them as they are and that they can turn to Him with their questions 
and desires. Sometimes it can take many years before such a personal relationship 
with God becomes mature. For many young adults, this search for who God is in 
their lives continues, sometimes for many years. As is the case in the Gospel, on 
this road to adulthood the role of others, of teachers, educators of faith and 
certainly also the role of friends is vital. They can build on the foundation laid by 
the parents. A difficulty for today’s children and young adults is that as believing 
christians in this country, they are a minority. Often, they can be criticized, at 
school, among colleagues or at parties.  

If that is the case, the instructions given by St. Paul the apostle in the second 
reading are still very useful today for the quality of our relations. In our faith we 
learn to respect one another and to forgive. We learn the value of qualities like 
tenderness, humility and patience in our dealings with one another. And finally, 
again and again we find out that love, nurtured by the sacraments of marriage and 
of the eucharist, is the bond of perfection in our relationships. Today, let us pray 
for all parents and educators, that they can live out of hope for a good future for 
their children. Amen.  



Prayers of the faithful 

 

Pr.: Dear brothers and sisters, we are called children of God and that is what we 
are; therefore we may offer with confidence our petitions to our Heavenly Father. 

L.: for the Church: that she may see herself as a family of God, in which the love of 
God for men comes to light, in which people may grow towards an ever clearer 
insight in the Good News of Jesus Christ. Let us pray:  

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: that children all over the world may grow up in safety and peace and may 
steadily grow in their trust in God. Let us pray: 

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: that Christian families may be places like true house churches, where love reigns 
and God is worshipped and served. Let us pray:  

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

L.: that those who lack the security of the family may experience our charity. Let us 
pray:  

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

L.: that the Lord may answer the prayers of our community, in this celebration in 
particular for ... 

 

... and we pray a moment in silence for our personal intentions ... 

Let us pray: 

A.: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Pr.: Lord our God, in your wisdom You have given us the family as a place to grow 
into personalities according to your purpose. We ask You to continue to guide us 
on your ways, until the day we may come home to you once and for all. Through 
Christ our Lord.  

 


