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Clean washed, neatly combed, dressed in your Sunday’s clothes that don't suit you well. While you 

prefer to play soccer with your friends, you are bored to death sitting on the couch waiting for that 

posh uncle from abroad to visit. Is that what Paul expects of us when he writes that we must be holy 

and blameless and wait for the Lord to come? And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that 

you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

What is holy and blameless meaning in this context? A kind of impeccable perfection?  

Looking at Jesus himself, we see not a washed angel walking around, but a man who walks among 

people. He does not shield himself in holiness, entrenched in a perfect heavenly space, but has meals 

with tax collectors, has his feet washed by the tears of a sinful woman. He got his hands dirty by 

opposing the strict views of the religious authorities. He overthrew the traders' desks in the temple, 

making clear that we can’t compromise when it comes to the values of God’s Kingdom. That is the 

impeccability that Jesus seeks and also asks of us: to give yourself with whole your heart and mind to 

God, in service of His dream for us, His creation, with a special sensibility for the most vulnerable. 

This is expressed in saint Paul’s idea of blamelessness or impeccability: to be clear in your 

attunement to God, not to compromise in what the gospel demands: to love God with all your heart 

and to love your neighbor as yourself. That is why Paul lets us pray for strength to be blameless and 

holy. It is not a prayer to brush away everything that is imperfect or disturbing.   

A clean and perfect world. It is often the impeccability with which we only serve ourselves and 

burden others: everything in our existence must be in good order, controllable and comfortable, so 

that we can achieve our happiness as much as possible. If there is something disturbing running into 

us, we get frustrated. The perfection and impeccability the world strives for, everything in order, 

everything as beautiful and well organized as possible, put burdens on people’s shoulders . Recently I 

heard of a young man who decided to become a shepherd, with the intention to escape from the 

paralyzing perfectionism. Yes, a real shepherd walking around the Netherlands with a flock of sheep. 

But in this seemingly simple, romantic context he was bouncing against the restricting rules making it 

difficult to build up a life for his flock and himself. Sometimes he and his sheep had to go through 

residential area of a village or small city. Once he had called his parents in panic because his sheep 

had left stools in a village centre. When they appeared with cleaning materials on the spot, they 

bounced on a municipal official, called by the angry owner of the local ice cream shop, to give a fine 

for the 'nuisance'.   

It may well be that we have to give up our oppressive impeccability. Our urge for perfection and 

control is only serving ourselves, keeping our streets clean, washing or pushing away all that is 

imperfect or disturbing. The gospel is asking us to accept another kind of impeccability, reflecting 

Jesus’ love for God and men. Blameless understood as clarity in your way of life, acting from a desire 

you share with Christ for a right and just world that creates space for all creatures, especially the 

most vulnerable.  

The blamelessness Paul talks about does not require a brush or cleaning cloth. But it does require 

courage. Do we have the courage to let Christ, the good shepherd, come into the streets of our lives, 

even if He drops a disturbing message on the pavement of our well-organized lives? For the images 

Jesus uses in the gospel are disturbing: Planets that get confused. Traditionally, the sun and planets 

have helped people to find their way. But what if your familiar landmarks, such as your 

achievements, your carreer opportunities, your possessions, are lost? It seems as if Jesus is saying us 

something like: I see you people seeking your safety and happiness in what you see and possess now. 



However, all this can just disappear from your horizon. You cannot take all that with you when the 

end of your life has come. So orient yourself on what God gives us as lasting values: Love, faith, hope. 

Be awake and courageous in this, Jesus is urging us: Be willing to roll up your sleeves to work with 

Him, even risking to get dirty hands.  

Pope Francis desires this attentive and courageous spirit in the Church. A few years ago, he said that 

he would rather have a Church that dares to go out into the streets, with the risk of having accidents, 

than a Church that protects itself safely behind the walls of impressive buildings and offices. So 

perhaps we shouldn't sit in our Sunday clothes inside waiting for a rich uncle to come, but put on our 

outdoor clothes  and go out with Christ, even at the risk of staining or tearing them. That is the 

impeccability and holiness that suits us. 


