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My nephew had to interview a religious person for school. In the school they had learned 
about different religions: Christians, Muslims, Hindu and Buddhist, Jews. He asked his 
uncle priest to answer some questions. Do you have special eating habits according to 
your faith? What do you eat and what do you not eat? Do you have to fast a lot? Do you 
wear special clothing? Do you deal with others in a special way? What prayers should you 
pray?  
Because of these questions I had to think that we Christians are not noticeable by clothing, 
eating habits, special actions ... We seem to be a little absorbed in the great mass of 
people. We are not distinguishable from others. 
Perhaps John the Baptist gives us a little answer to the question of what is special for us. 
After all, people ask him: what should we do? His answers are not spectacular.  
Share what you have. One could say: be merciful to your fellow man. Have an eye for 
what is missing in the lives of the persons next to you. See where you can help another 
person. Do not live for yourself alone, but live together with others. 
Don't ask more than what is said. One could say: be just to your fellow man. Don't get 
other people into trouble because you want to have more, want to be more. Look and see 
how you resemble your fellow man. Pay attention to the consequences of your actions for 
the people with whom you live.  
Do not let yourself be bribed. One could say: be content with what you have. Have an eye 
for what is there and do not always long for what is not there. Be grateful for what you 
have.  
Be merciful - be righteous - be content 
We might have expected the penitentiary preacher John the Baptist to impose strict 
requirements on us. But he is remarkably mild.  
The people were expectant, and all wondered if John might be the Messiah, but John said to them, 
"I baptize you with water. But there will come someone who will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire;  
John imposes these three demands on us (be merciful - be righteous - be content). But it 
will be the Messiah who takes our hearts with fire and gives us a Spirit who will make clear 
to us what God desires of us.  
We have received this Spirit in our baptism, in our confirmation. We can learn what God 
expects of us today. Are we like the people in the time of John, do we expect a Messiah? 
Which messiah do we expect? What will make Christmas a real coming of the Messiah for 
us? What do we expect? 
In John's time people thought that the Messiah would be political, military; he would free 
them from the Romans. Or the messiah would be a penitent prophet who would announce 
the end of the world.  
And we, what do we expect? What Messiah do the people of our time expect: an economic 
one who gives us more income so that we can consume more? Do we expect a pleasure-
messiah who makes us eat and drink well on Christmas day, who brings us gifts and 
happiness? Or does the Christmas child bring peace because we do not succeed in 
building that peace ourselves? 
Who from us expects a Messiah who is a child? A child that is not able to fulfill our wishes 
but who puts all the work in our hands. He invites us to give care and love. John the 
Baptist prepares us for the coming of such a Messiah. Repent, he says, be merciful, 
righteous, full of peace, and carry it out to your fellow human beings. Then the Messiah will 
live as spirit and fire in your heart.  
Let us ask God to prepare us for Christmas. 


