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Dear brothers and sisters, when Jesus meets a scribe or a Pharisee, this often leads 
to a discussion or to a warning on his part. But today this is not the case. Jesus and 
the scribe agree. And fortunately for us they do. Their conversation is about the 
question of what is the most important commandment in the Bible. Jesus refers in 
his answer to the commandment we already heard in the first reading and that 
starts with listening. ‘Hear, Israel!’ And what follows is the name of God: Adonai, 
which we translate as 'the Lord'. The Lord our God is the only Lord. So we should 
not follow other gods or make all kinds of material things into our idols. For 
instance, when a Christian puts a Buddha statue in the garden, this could be less 
innocent than it seems, when you consider that in Hinduism the Buddha is 
considered an incarnation of the deity Vishnoe. Such a thing could easily become a 
symbol of indifference, of not wanting to choose the God of Jesus Christ.  

In our religion it is all about loving. To love God with all our heart, all our soul, all 
our mind and all our strength. So, totally. Because it could happen, that if things go 
well for us, that we tend to forget about loving God. Or that we only call upon 
God when things are not going so particularly well for us. That is a kind of loving 
God conditionally, when we need Him. It could even happen that we tend to blame 
God when something bad happens to us. While He is love itself and He has made 
us.  

Jesus adds a second commandment to the first: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself. Our love for God must take a concrete form in the love for our neighbor. 
Otherwise, our faith will remain without fruit. Nobody here sits alone on an island. 
We need each other.  

The scribe in the Gospel agrees with Jesus’ answer, and he adds that the two 
commandments of love for God and neighbour have a priority above burnt  
offerings and sacrifices mentioned in the Old Testament. In the New Testament it 
is Jesus himself who has sacrificed himself for the good of all.  

All Christians have in common the faith in Jesus as the one, holy and exalted high 
priest. This is the faith, which St. Willibrord, who came from England, proclaimed 
in our regions around the year 700. Since his time, the Christian faith has been 
established in our country. Tomorrow we celebrate Willibrord Sunday, a day which 
is especially connected with the intention of ecumenism: the pursuit of unity 



among all Christians. Although we are making progress, we realize that we have not 
yet achieved full unity among all Christians.  

Only recently, the former scribe of the Protestant church community in the 
Netherlands, Arjan Plaisier, made a plea for reconciliation between Roman 
Catholics and Protestant Christians.  

Since the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church has warmly joined the 
ecumenical movement and has recognized it as a work of the Holy Spirit.  

Recently, on the 21st of June, Pope Francis addressed the World Council of 
Churches in Geneva. He spoke of the important and never-ending task of serving 
the unity of the Church and spreading the joy of the Gospel. This joy can be 
experienced through the agreement of Christians in many areas of life, in prayer for 
one another, in mutual dialogue and in diaconal activities. At the same time we 
must be aware that it is Christ Himself who brings unity. This requires a lot of 
prayer, as well as listening to one another in mutual respect and cooperation.  

Of St Willibrord it is told that once in a sister convent in Trier he fought a disease 
that had already cost the lives of several sisters. He did this by going there 
immediately, by saying Mass for the sick, and then by sprinkling holy water in the 
whole monastery inside and out and finally by personally giving fresh water to all 
the sick people. After that, no one died of this disease there anymore. In this 
example we see that prayer and charity go together. On St. Willibrord Sunday we 
ask for his intercession so that by doing so, we may achieve ever more unity among 
ourselves as christians. Amen.  

 


