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Homily	18th	of	November	2018	(P.	Matthias	Kramm	SJ)	
	
In	 today's	gospel	 Jesus	 speaks	of	 terrible	events.	The	sun	will	darken	and	 the	
stars	will	 fall	 from	 the	 sky.	 It	 is	 the	 end	of	 the	world.	 But	 after	 these	 events	
comes	 the	 coming	of	 the	 Son	of	Man	 -	 and	with	 it	 the	 coming	of	mercy	 and	
righteousness.	 Jesus	 calls	 out	 to	his	 listeners:	 "Be	 ready!	 For	 the	 Son	of	Man	
comes	at	an	hour	when	you	won´t	expect	it".	To	be	ready	is	an	attitude	that	he	
has	repeatedly	recommended	to	his	listeners.	But	what	exactly	do	we	have	to	
understand	by	that?	
	
Jesus	 liked	 to	 speak	 in	 parables	 to	make	 his	message	 understandable.	 Let	 us	
follow	Jesus'	example	and	try	to	imagine	a	similar	situation.	Imagine	us	sitting	
at	home	waiting	for	a	good	friend	–	let	us	call	her	Julia.	Julia	has	announced	her	
arrival	for	this	evening	and	we	are	looking	forward	to	seeing	her	again	after	a	
long	time.		
	
What	 does	 this	 waiting	 feel	 like?	 At	 first	 the	 anticipation	 will	 prevail.	 I	
remember	 past	 days	 and	 shared	 experiences.	Maybe	 I	 imagine	what	we	will	
talk	 about	 and	 I	 am	 already	 curious	 how	 she	will	 react	 to	 this	 or	 that	 story.	
Maybe	I	will	put	two	glasses	and	a	bottle	of	wine	on	the	table	to	prepare	the	
room	for	her.	
	
But	after	 some	 time	 I	begin	 to	worry:	Why	 is	 Julia	 still	not	here?	She	doesn't	
usually	come	so	late.	At	this	moment	I	may	be	looking	for	ways	to	reach	her	-	
by	phone	or	e-mail.	And	 if	 that	doesn't	work,	 I	 start	 to	get	 restless.	 I	walk	up	
and	down	the	room	trying	to	explain	to	myself	what	might	have	happened.	And	
try	to	calm	down	the	fears	that	emerge.	
	
Later	on,	I	get	tired.	Somehow	the	concern	for	my	friend	is	still	there,	but	at	the	
same	time	I	notice	that	there	is	nothing	more	I	can	do	today.	Maybe	I	even	get	
a	little	bit	angry,	angry	about	the	lost	evening.	I	feel	exhausted	and	the	longing	
to	go	to	bed	becomes	greater.	And	yet	I	know	that	this	friend	has	never	let	me	
down	beforehand	and	therefore	I	stay	awake.	With	mixed	feelings.	
	
What	does	this	situation	of	our	everyday	life	have	to	do	with	Jesus'	request	to	
be	ready?	Well,	what	 follows	 first	of	all	 from	this	 long	and	 fruitless	waiting	 is	
that	 the	 friend	 remains	 present	 to	 us	 during	 the	 whole	 evening.	 We	 look	
forward	 to	meet	 her,	 worry	 about	 her,	 get	 angry	 about	 her.	 But	 we	 do	 not	
forget	her.	To	be	called	by	Jesus	is	a	mission	to	keep	him	present	in	our	lives.	It	
is	not	always	a	matter	of	being	thankful	and	full	of	praise	and	joy.	Anger	has	its	
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place	in	this	friendship	as	well.	But	in	spite	of	the	anger	we	do	not	give	up.	We	
continue	to	be	faithful	to	our	friend.	
	
A	second	observation	is	that	everything	we	do	during	that	evening	remains,	so	
to	speak,	unfinished.	The	glasses	and	the	wine	bottle	are	still	standing	on	the	
table,	the	list	with	the	telephone	numbers	lies	on	the	armchair	next	to	it.	To	be	
ready	means	to	remain	open	to	Jesus's	arrival.	In	everything	that	I	am	planning,	
the	return	of	Jesus	remains	my	point	of	orientation.	When	Jesus	asks	us	to	be	
ready,	 he	 wants	 to	 prevent	 us	 from	 shutting	 ourselves	 up	 in	 ourselves.	 A	
person	 for	 whom	 everything	 is	 already	 planned,	 who	 does	 not	 expect	 more	
from	life	than	a	career,	money,	and	luxury	is	no	longer	open	to	God	or	fellow	
human	beings.	Jesus	employs	apocalyptic	images	in	order	to	wake	us	from	our	
routine,	but	he	does	not	want	to	paralyze	or	 frighten	us.	He	wants	us	to	 look	
beyond	our	own	horizons	and	to	keep	an	eye	on	the	unexpected	-	the	way	in	
which	 we	 are	 touched	 by	 a	 conversation	 with	 a	 stranger,	 the	 way	 scales	
suddenly	fall	from	our	eyes	when	reading	or	 listening	to	a	well-known	biblical	
passage.		
	
When	Jesus	asks	us	to	be	ready,	he	wants	us	to	be	people	who	are	sensitive	to	
these	 tiny	 moments	 of	 surprise	 that	 life	 gives	 us.	 He	 does	 not	 want	 us	 to	
seclude	ourselves	 in	our	 lives	and	protect	ourselves	against	everything	 that	 is	
unforeseen.	 In	 these	 little	moments	of	 surprise	we	can	perhaps	begin	 to	 feel	
what	the	return	of	the	Son	of	Man	could	be	like.	These	are	short	moments	that	
open	 our	 eyes	 to	 God's	 presence	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 the	 world.	 They	 can	 be	
conversations	or	encounters,	new	insights	that	help	us,	or	reconciliation	with	a	
past	event	or	a	person	who	has	hurt	us.	This	makes	it	all	the	more	important	to	
follow	Jesus'	invitation	and	to	be	ready.	
	
Jesus	calls	us	to	follow	him	-	if	we	want	to	follow	this	calling,	we	can	trust	his	
promise	 that	he	will	be	with	us	 in	 this	world	and	will	 return	at	 the	end	of	all	
times.	But	this	trust	is	not	a	naive	acceptance	of	some	obscure	ideas	about	the	
end	of	the	world,	 it	 is	rather	an	attitude	that	helps	us	to	become	mindful	and	
observant	people,	and	thus	good	disciples	of	Jesus.	As	we	strive	to	keep	Jesus	
present	in	our	lives	in	the	same	way	as	one	waits	for	a	friend,	we	become	more	
sensitive	to	his	hidden	presence.	If	we	try	to	keep	him	as	our	point	of	reference	
in	all	our	actions	and	plans,	we	remain	open	to	the	unforeseen,	the	surprising	
little	moments	 in	 which	we	 can	meet	 him.	 So	 let	 us	 ask	 Jesus	 to	 help	 us	 to	
become	good	disciples	who	never	grow	tired	of	waiting	for	him.	
	
	

	


