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Give what you have, even if you don't have it. A compact assignment, entirely in the style of the 

gospel writer Marc. But this motto also sounds in the time of Elijah. A task that shakes us awake 

because it sounds so illogical, or so impossible. You have to think: can I give what I don't have? What 

is it that I actually regard as my possession? Recent natural disasters show that all your possessions 

can disappear in a few hours, swept away by mudflows and lost forever. It can happen with bank 

balances. It can happen to the rich and to the poor. Fate seems to be ruthless, just think of the 

growing group of people who no long-er have any chance and desperately seek ways out to survive. 

How does this invitation, this task of giving what you have become concrete, even if you have 

nothing? Here in the church we are talking with some people about the social welfare work of the 

church: as a Christian, if all goes well, you are looking for concrete forms of help or services. 

Commitment to one's neighbour is a natural part of our Chris-tian faith. Yet in a church like ours it is 

a complex task to give a good interpretation to that mission. There is a lot of social assistance in our 

urban society, and just determining the need we can help with is al-ready complicated, and then we 

still have to find people who can real-ly work with that. A good deaconry requires a lot of 

organisation - can we handle it? 

It is almost a question of conscience, because the people who come to church here are of good will, 

but too little community to be able to come to real joint action. We are familiar with the widow's 

penny, yes, because the revenues from our collections are satisfactory. On several occasions we have 

been able to make a substantial contribution to projects that help alleviate human needs. But the 

question of con-science thus remains unanswered: shouldn't a church do more, shouldn't it be able 

to do more?  

The lectures outlined two situations in which widows play a major role. Here they are considered to 

be symbols of fragility in a time when social security and pensions were not yet in place. With their 

scarce resources, they do what they can still do. These, Scripture suggests, are real believers. They 

know that they are completely dependent and that their God is the only one who can give them life. 

So they fully rely on it. 

Mark draws the sharp contrast between the widows and the religious leaders, who manage to 

squeeze even people in need, as if they were human traffickers. If you look at these two scenes with 

Jesus' eyes, you immediately see the true distinction between good and evil. And Jesus doesn't shy 

away from pointing out both of them. In public he seriously criticizes the highest religious authority. 

He calls the scribes crooks, eager for honour and authority, but in reality false and dishon-est. 

It is the persistent question to us: do you really give to the other what lies within your power? Do you 

really do what you can do, and do you do it selflessly? And does your faith have anything to do with 

it? What Scripture asks is a complete gift of self. Jesus has told us nothing but that, and he has the 

right to speak because he has done it himself. It is working for the welfare of the other person, with 

all your heart and all your soul and all your ability. 

We must not fall asleep, not submit to our alleged powerlessness. We must continue to ask ourselves 

whether we are on the right track with the concrete interpretation of our faith. Of course, we must 

also be real and not want more than we can. But it would be nice if we could talk to each other about 

it: what should we do? What can we do? When we ask for the measure of what is possible, there is 

always the example of the widow. Not to mention that of Jesus. 


