
30th Sunday B - Toon Suffys SJ 
 
Ignatius of Loyola offers us a good way to understand the deeper meaning of a piece of 
the gospel. He proposes to step into the story. If I can immerse myself in the story and feel 
what people have felt in the story, I can understand what Jesus' actions have meant to 
those people. Ignatius suggests that we empathize with one of the people who appear in 
the story.  
Who am I in this story of Bartimaeus? Am I the blind person? Do I feel along with the large 
group that follows Jesus? What do I do: do I say that the blind man must keep his mouth 
shut because I don't hear what Jesus says? Am I one of those followers who says: good 
courage He calls you? Do I feel with Jesus? 
We usually tend to sympathize with the blind person. What is his place in the story?  
He sits on the floor. He is smaller than all those people who walk by. On the side of the 
road: he doesn't " join in" with everything that concerns people. He does not matter to the 
others. 
He has nothing to live from: everything he needs to live, he has to ask others. He is a 
beggar. He is blind: he sees and does not know what is happening around him. He also 
has to learn that from others. 
But he is not afraid to ask. He defends his life and calls, even though others have no ears 
to it.  
The others "follow Jesus". In the gospel they are the good ones who want to go with 
Jesus. But actually they have not understood anything of Jesus' message.  
This story comes after three predictions of Jesus' suffering: the Son of Man will have to 
suffer a lot and will be rejected. The apostles have heard it. But Peter takes Jesus aside 
and tries to bring Him away from that suffering. After the second prediction of suffering, the 
disciples are struggling to find out who is the greatest of them. After the third prediction of 
suffering, two come to ask for the best places. Then Jesus teaches them: I did not come to 
be served, but to serve. 
Jesus continues with a crowd that is enthusiastic about what He does but they don't want 
to accept the consequences. They don't want to serve the blind man.  They say he must 
remain silent. 
In the middle of all that turmoil, Jesus hears the distant voice of the little blind man: the 
man who does not see, does not matter The man who does not follow Jesus. 
To him Jesus asks: What do you want me to do for you? 
 
What lesson can we learn from this story? What can this mean for us today? Important is 
what we want to see: we see the Servant-Son of Man. Or do we see someone to whom we 
can present our secret wishes? What do we ask of Jesus, what do we tell Him? If we look 
at that, we might discover what we really expect from Jesus.  
 
When we are at the end of our counsel, when we see no more possibilities, we may ask 
Jesus: Lord, make that I can see. Jesus says elsewhere: I did not come for people who 
are healthy, but for those who are sick. If we are in need, let us pray and ask Jesus what 
we want Him to do for us. 
And we can also learn to have an eye for people who have been forgotten, like Jesus: the 
child who has a problem at school, the partner who wants to say something but can't find 
words, the worries of an old neighbor who doesn't dare to ask for help ... Every day there 
are so many small things we see like Jesus and try to do something about them. 
If we want to be like this in life, then we can say that we want to follow Jesus. 
 


