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Homily 07th of October 2018 (P. Matthias Kramm SJ) 
 
The Catholic Church's views on marriage are old-fashioned and outdated. Priests 
live a celibate life - what do they know about marriage? And why does the Church 
constantly interfere in people's private lives? 
These are questions which I hear often. These are questions that go through my 
head as I read today's gospel and begin to write a sermon. And you know what? 
I think the questions are justified. Thus, I will not repeat today what the official 
teaching of the Church is. My point today is a different one: I want to show how 
Jesus challenged the official teaching of his time. In his time the religious 
authorities said: A man may draw up a writ of dismissal in cases of divorce and 
disown his wife. This means: The man can become active, the woman remains 
passive. And such a divorce often plunged the woman into great economic 
uncertainty. Maybe comparable to the situation of many single mothers in our 
time. 
 
But: Not with Jesus! The Pharisees are able to follow the rules, but they did not 
anticipate the wisdom of Jesus. For Jesus the case is clear: In a marriage both 
parties are responsible for each other! That is why he says about the man: 
“When a man divorces his wife and marries another, he is guilty of adultery 
against her.” But the woman can also become active and throw her husband out 
of the house. That is why Jesus addresses the women among his listeners: "When 
a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she is guilty of adultery, 
too.” 
 
If we now compare the rule of Jesus with the rule of the Pharisees, there are two 
crucial differences: According to the Pharisees, the man has the right to write a 
divorce letter. According to Jesus, he has no right to do so. According to the 
Pharisees, only the man is responsible for marriage. According to Jesus, both, 
woman and man, are equally responsible for their marriage. 
 
Hence, this text is not primarily about adultery and sexuality. Rather, it is about 
strengthening women's rights and holding both men and women responsible. 
Therefore, I find it difficult when the Church in our time is perceived as defending 
an old doctrine. If we follow Jesus' example, it is about something else: equal 
rights, equal responsibility, love and care for each other. This should be at the 
center of church teaching. 
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In the same way Jesus treated the children. In Jesus' time, children were only 
half human. They had to work hard at a young age, had few rights and were 
generally the weakest link in society. But: Not with Jesus! Jesus lets the children 
come to him. He takes them seriously in their grief and needs. He takes them 
seriously in their trust. 
Jesus stands on the side of the little ones - if necessary also against his disciples. 
Jesus stands on the side of the little ones - if necessary also against his church. 
He always stands behind those who suffer. And challenges those who abuse their 
power and authority. 
 
At the beginning of this sermon I asked three introductory questions: Haven´t 
the Catholic Church's views on marriage become outdated? What do celibate 
priests actually know about marriage? And why does the church constantly 
interfere in people's private lives? A look at today's gospel shows us: Jesus 
challenges the religious authorities of his time. And I think it is high time. It is 
high time that the religious authorities of our time are challenged by Jesus.  
 
Jesus was primarily a listener and his vision of the church was one of a church 
that listens. Jesus listened to the woman at Jacob's Well. Jesus let the children 
come to him. Jesus talked to beggars, tax collectors and prostitutes. Today we 
can pray for a church which learns again how to listen. With priest and bishops 
who listen. With fellow Christians who listen to each other. A church that does 
justice to Jesus´s vision. Amen. 


